The Great Confession

January 24, 2010 — Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe
Matthew 16:13-16

. TWO EARTHLY QUESTIONS (16:13-16)
A. Whom Do Men Say That | The Son of Man Am?

1.

Notice, first, that he calls himself “the Son aimt

a. He speaks of himself as a human being, not a wasiarphantom.

b. His genealogy was of human origin, that from M&ig,mother and from his earthly
father, Joseph.

c. He was asking what the earthly opinion of him was.

d. Everyone has an opinion about Jesus, and they aad titg same.

Some say he is John the Baptist

a. This is because Herod, no doubt, announced that inghthitnat John the Baptist was
going to come back to life to seek revenge upon hiatt.M4:1-3.

Some say he is Elias (Elijah).

a. Inchapter 17:11-13 we read of this discussion concektijady.

b. They have just seen Elijah in the great transfigumadf Jesus, Moses, and Elijah.

c. Now they are wondering why, if it is true thatj&h must first come, that Elijah did not
come before this time, before Christ himself appeared.

d. Jesus explains the application of Mal B&hold, | will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD

e. Notice Matt. 17:13hen the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the
Baptist.

f. See Matt. 11:12-14.

Some say he is Jeremias (Jeremiah)

a. lItis suggested by some that the Jews thought Jdrevais the prophets that was to come
like unto Moses (See Deut. 18:15-18).

b. But this prophet that was to come was Jesus Himsélh @:14).

Some say he is another prophet

a. This means one or another of the several oth@hpt®, such as one of the minor prophets
or perhaps Isaiah, who was the most loved of alptbphets.

b. Even Jesus quoted or made reference 15 times in Mdtiha the book of Isaiah.

B. But Whom Say Ye That | Am? (15)
1. This is the more pertinent question.

a. It really does not matter what others say abouisClitrmainly matters what you say
about him.

b. Sometimes the world follows what others think al§olutist, especially in our day with the
myriad books that are written about him.
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C.

But we should have our own opinion about Jesus basedhguamid of God and not

upon what others say.

2. Thou art the Christ (16)

a.

The first recognition that Simon Peter had oflibedl here is that he is the Christ (the

Messiah, the anointed One, the coming Prophet, dhimiS.

The most important thing for the Jews to see insless that he is the Messiah, the

Christ, the anointed one, the Lord of lords, tha 8oGod.

This is our first recognition of him: that he is@s Savior, Jesus the Messiah, the Christ

of God, as admitted by Peter in Luke 9:20.

3. The Son of the living God (16)

a.

s@ oo

Satan questioned that he was the Son of God

(1) Matt 4:3-6

Demons recognized him as the Son of God

(1) Matt. 8:29

The Centurion recognized him as the Son of God

(1) Matt. 27:54

Mark calls him the Son of God in Mark 1:1

John bare record that he was the Son of God,1184n
Martha believed that he was the Son of God, Joh?i711:
Jesus called himself the Son of God, John 19:7

The Ethiopian believed he was the Son of God, 8&8
The first sermon Paul preached was that he waSdaheof God, Acts 9:20

4. Whom do you say that Christ is?

a.

1 John 3:8; 4:15; 5:5; 5:10; 5:12; 5:13; 5:20

. ONE HEAVENLY BLESSING (16:17)
A. Blessing of Peter
1. Heis not blessed because he is the son of Jongbr(&gar
2. Heis not blessed because he is any greater thaof #reyother disciples.
3. Heis blessed, because something has been revehledftom heaven
B. The Revelation of God

1. Gal. 1:15-17But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and
called me by his grace, 16 To revé@ Sonn me, that | might preach him among the
heathen; immediately | conferred not with flesh and blood: 17 Neitherlwpnio
Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but | went ialbeeAand returned

again unto Damascus.

2. Mt 11:25At that time Jesus answered and said, | thank thee, O Father, Lordwsrhand
earth, because thou hast hid these thifngm the wise and prudent, and hast revedhesin

unto babes.

3. 1 Cor. 2:9-10But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither lrdgeed into



the heart of man, the things which God hath prep&oedhem that love him. 10 But God
hath revealedhem unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, peadé¢ep
things of God.

Even God'svord was revealed from heaven: 2 Peter Egfithe prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as they weraddvingyrthe Holy Ghost.
2 Tim. 3:16All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable fdoctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

God's _righteousness revealed from heaven: Rom 1#dr therein is the righteousness of
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just skl by faith

God’s wraths revealed from heaven: Rom 18@& the wrath of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness

God's_gloryis revealed in us: Ro 8:Fr | reckon that the sufferings of this present time
[are] not worthy [to be compared] with the glory which shall be reveaiads.

This is a wonderful heavenly blessing!

lll. THOU ART PETER (18)
A. The Greek name Peter is PETROS.

1.

No aprowbd

Petros was a common word among the Jews, whichatieack” or “stone.”

This was Peter’s name mostly.

He was also called Cephas, an Aramaic name, wisomaeans “stone.”

Just as Peter was to know who Jesus was, Petetsgas &now who he was.
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Peter is a rock; and with the Greek word PETR@®&designation is to a pebble.
He is just Peter, nothing else.

IV. UPON THISROCK (18)
A. The Greek word for “this Rock” is PETRA

1.
2.

This is the feminine in Greek and designated g leege bedrock.

1 Peter 2:7Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be
disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is mddmthef the
corner, 8 And a stone of stumbling, and a r(leETRA)of offence, even to them which
stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

1 Cor. 10:4And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spirilRatk
(PETRA)that followed them: and that Ro(RETRA)was Christ.

B. Upon This Rock

1.
2.

So, here in Matt. 16:18 we are speaking of the RoskisJghrist, not the rock, Peter.
What is to be built is to be built upon a bedrock, thetspirRock, Jesus Christ, not upon
Peter and not on his confession; because his camfesas a confession of who Jesus is.
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God;learé he is the Rock.



V.

| WILL BUILD MY CHURCH (18)

If you are going to build something, it should be dirm foundation — Matt. 7:24-27. The word

“rock” in verse 24 is PETRA.

The church is built upon Christ, the Rock - PETRA

1. Eph 2:20And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner [stdne

2. Col. 2:6-7 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so wallhym: 7 Rooted
and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, aboundiiy there
with thanksgiving.

What Is The Church?

1. The Word Ekklesia

A.

B.

a.
b.

h.

The Greek word for church is EKKLESIA.

The word is used 112 times in the New Testament,ramibs$t of those times the word
designated a particular assembly of people in a ceslade or in certain places.

Here the word is usegknerically which means that it simply names the instituti@inis
also called thenstitutional usage of the word.

Jesus says it is “my church,” which means it isrdain kind of church.

His church will differ from the form of church thiatael knew about in Jesus’ day, such
as the legal, social, and even the religious assesnbli

These are specific assemblies that have ChristersHead. He is the Head of each local
church.

There is no universal, invisible church that we lsmamuch about, no spiritual church, no
“big” church.

First Baptist Church is one church, a church of thellJesus Christ, etc.

2. Plural Churches
a. That is the reason that the word church is ustgekiplural many times in the New

Testament.

(1) Ac 9:31Then had the churchesst throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria,
and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comftredfioly
Ghost, were multiplied.

(2) 36 times the word is used in the plural in the Newdlrasnt.

Also specific churches are mentioned in the Newahasht:

(1) Col. 4:16; Rev. 3:15 — the church of the Laodacians

(2) Rev. 2:1 — the church of Ephesus

(3) 2 Cor. 8:1 — churches of Galatia

(4) Gal. 1:22 — churches of Judea

(5) 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1 — church of God which is at Cbrint

3. The Body of Christ
a. 1Cor. 10:16; 12:18, 24, 25, 27



4.

. Eph. 4:12, 16; 5:23

c. Col 1:18, 24; 2:19

d. Whatever the church is, the body of Christ is—threybath local, visible bodies,
assemblies of baptized believers.

Baptist Confessions

a. Article 12 said in 1925 — “A church of Christ is a coggt®n of baptized believers,
associated by covenant in the faith and fellowshifnefgospel; observing the ordinances
of Christ, goerned by his law, and exercising thesgiights and privileges invested in
them by his word, and seeking to extend the gosphktends of the earth. Its Scriptural
officers are bishops or elders and deacons.”

b. Victor I. Masters wrote a book in 1937 entitiRe-Thinking Baptist Doctrinea which he
restates the idea of a local church. He defineshbech thus: “A church is properly
defined as a congregation of Christ’'s baptized dissjgcknowledging Him as their Head,
relying on His atoning sacrifice for justificationfoee God, depending on the Holy Spirit
for sanctification, united in the belief of the Gos@agreeing to maintain its ordinances
and obey its precepts, meeting together for worshigbcaaperating for the extension of
Christ’s kingdom in the world.”

VI. THE GATESOF HELL (18)
A. The Gates

VII.

1.
2.

3.

Out there somewhere are gates that lead to hdiéghawhich we shall speak of in a moment.
These gates seem a danger to the church, becausesthepen and swallow up the church.
They may be the damage and doom of the church thas J&going to build.

But these gates will not prevail against the chusakis Jesus.

B. Hell

1.
2.

»

The word here ibades and the word literally meansseen

The idea is that people go through the gates of daatthe place of unseen spirits. Some say
thathadess the “place of departed spirits.”

Hadesis a synonym to the Old Testament w8ittko] say most scholars.

In Hosea 13:14, the wo&heolin the Hebrew is translatgplave

So, the idea here is that, no matter how many pewpjedie who are in the Lord’'s churches,
the church will never go out of existence.

Jesus was inades(Acts 2:27), and he showed victory over it in hisuresction; so he is
teaching us that, because he resurrected from the, gieean promise victory for his kind of
church.

So Jesus went through the gatesaafesand came back to give perpetuity to his kind of
church.

SHALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT (18)
A. The words “prevail against” are one word in theéx:
B. KATISCHUO



VIII.

O

1. This word means “to be superior in strength”

2. “To overcome”

3. “To prevail”

Who or what would be superior in strength to the Isoclurch? Even Satan cannot fit this bill.
Who can overcome his church? Paul tried it, addlinot work. Ga 1:18or ye have heard of
my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond nedagersecuted the
church of God, and wasted lut it was to no avail. He could not prevail.

Jesus told Saul on the road to Damascus “It isfearttiee to kick against the pricks.” He cannot
prevail against Christ.

See Romans 8:35, 39 (No one can separate us)

Rev 12:11And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of thigintas
and they loved not their lives unto the death.

. So, there are some churches somewhere on therdacthare the Lord’s churches, his kind of

churches, which are promised by the Lord that thesgzftelell will not prevail against it.

We call thischurch perpetuity These churches have been here ever since Jesheneaand they
will be here until Jesus comes again.

There has never been a time since the time of @dsist that these churches have not existed, nor
have they needed to be reformed or changed. Theyihavery age preached the truths of God's
word and performed the church ordinances and hasttiggural church officers throughout the
history of this church that is built upon the Rock, J&Shisst.

THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM (19)

“I Will Give Unto Thee”

1. Jesus is speaking to Peter, and that is the reasspehks here in the singular, not because the
keys are given only to Peter.

2. This was given to all the apostles as the foundafithe church of the Lord, Jesus Christ.
We shall see this in a moment.

Keys of the Kingdom

1. The word “keys” is plural, and it indicates the Gogipdesus Christ, his death, burial and
resurrection.

2. Also, they include the doctrines of the church Haatg on the Gospel; and when those
doctrines are preached, the keys are properly usekieyseare not turned backward.

3. InLuke 11:52 this is called the “key of knowledge.”

In Rev. 3:7 this is called the “key of David.”

5. The idea of keys alludes to authority.

»

IX. BINDING AND LOOSING (19)

A.

Use Of The Keys
1. Notice how this authority is given to more thanePet Matt 18:18Verily | say unto you,
Whatsoever yshall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose



on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

2. This passage handles church discipline.

3. Notice the plural word “ye.”

4. This is the church, not an individual pastor.

B. Binding And Loosing

1. The church is to obey heaven’s orders when bindimgliig away from church fellowship)
and loosing (the restraints on a church member, Indritpem back into fellowship of the
church.

2. The tense of the verse “shall be bound” and “shdbdmed” are said to be literally “shall have
been bound” and “shall have been loosed” in heaven.

3. So, the keys were given to Peter individually, bee&llwist was speaking to him alone.

4. But the keys are to be used by the church (Matt. 18:18).

a.
b.

Conclusion

Preaching, baptizing, and teaching is to be donkéghurch - Matt. 28:18-20.
Discipline is to be done through the church - Matt. 18835Rom. 16:17; Phil. 3:17; 1
Cor. 5:11.

Giving is to be done in the church - 1 Cor. 16:1-2

We are to receive members into the church - Rom.Hinlthat is weak in the faith
receive ye, [but] not to doubtful disputations.

We are to assemble in the church - Heb. 10:25

We have now learned about the Lord’s church.

1. We noticed that the word church in Matt. 16:18 is usegigcally, not literally. There are a plurality
of churches, not just one universal church, not tlettirch is not literal, but that he speaks of the
church as to kind.

2. We have learned that Jesus is building his churchhamithe head of it (Eph. 5:23).

3. We have learned that the keys of the kingdom wetgiven exclusively to Peter but to all the apostles
as the foundation of the Lord’s church by using Matt18&s a reference.

4. We have learned that the churches have the autbbtitg keys and that God has entrusted this
authority only to his kind of churches.

5. We have learned that whatever the churches bisdpitld have already been bound in heaven, and the
same with loosing.



