The Book of Danidél - By Pastor Ronnie Wolfe

Daniel Chapter One

Dal:1 f1n thethird year of thereign of Jehoiakim
kingof Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

Jehoiakim was the son of Josiah and
Zebidah. At age 25, he was made king by
Pharoah Neco in place of his brother
Jehoahaz, who was exiled to Egypt.
Jehoiakim reigned for eleven years (608-598 BC) but hisreign
was an evil one. During his reign, King Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon attacked Jerusd em. Jehoi akim surrendered and paidhim
tributefor threeyears, but thenrebelled. Andthe L ord sent bands
of Chaldeans, Syrians, M oabites and Ammonitesagainst Judah
in order to destroy the nation, just as the Lord had warned
throughHisprophetsthat Hewould, because of the disobedience
of thepeopleat that time (2 Kings24:1-2). When Jehoiskimdied,
hisson, Jehoiachin, becamethenew king. Thestory of Jehoaikim
isfound in 2 Kings 23:34-37, 2 Kings 24:1-5, and 2 Chronicles
36:4-8. The name Jehoiakim means "God will arise."*

608-598 BC

Nebuchadnezzar -- in the Babylonian orthography
Nabu-kudur-uzur, whichmeans'Nebo, protect thecrown!" or the
"frontiers."

Jerusalem surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar in 598 B.C.
Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar's army in
586 B.C.

Da1:2 And the L ord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of
God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the
house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the

treasur e house of his god.

Nebuchadnezzar “carried (Jehoiakim) into Babylon,
withalarge portion of the population of the city, and the
sacred vessels of the temple, placing Zedekiah on the
throne of Judah in his stead™®

Shinar was the capitol of Babylon. See lsaiah 11:11;
Zech. 5:11.

Da 1:3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master

1http://www.aboutbi bleprophecy.com/p78.htm

2http://www.chrisxianans/vers. net/dictionary/nebucha
dnezzar.html

3 bid

of his eunuchs, that he should bring [certain] of the
children of |srael, and of the king's seed, and of the

princes;

Ashpenaz - the master of the eunuchs of
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 1:3), the "Rabsaris" of the court.
Hisposition was similar to that of the Kislar-aga of the
modern Turkish sultans*

Da1:4_Children in whom [was] no blemish, but well

favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in
knowl nd un ndin i n h

[had] ability in them to stand in theking’ spalace, and
whomthey might teach thelear ning and thetonque of
the Chaldeans.

These “ children in whom was no blemish” wereahard
lotto find, let alone trying to find those who were skillful
in knowledge and understanding science. They must be
able to teach in the language of the Chaldeans, the
language of Babylon.

Dal:5 And theking appointed them a daily provision
of theking’smeat, and of thewinewhich hedrank: so

they might stand befor e the king.

Intheking’sown pious reasoning, he appointed adaily
provisionfor these chosen ones. Hethought he knew best
asto what foods would make them proper to be presented
before the king.

Da 1:6 Now among these were of the children of
Judah, Dani€l, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah:

These four men are mentioned here by their Jewish
names. The name Daniel means“God ismy Judge.” The
nameHananiah means*“ God isgraciousto me.” Mishagl
means “He who is God,” and is the same as the name
Michael. Azariah means“God ismy help.”

Notice that the name of God is in each name of these
men. Thiswasareminder that these men depended upon
their God for strength and understanding.

Da 1.7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave

4http://www.christi ananswers.net/dictionary/ashpena
z.html



names. for _he gave unto Danidl [the name] of

to thekinag.

Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to
Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.

These men of God were given new namesto reflect the
gods of Babylon. Belteshazzar means “Bel had hid and
treasured.” Shadrach means“ The messenger of the sun.”
Meshachmeans" Of Shach,” agod of Babylon. Abednego
means“A servant of Nego,” agod of Babylon.

This change of names was done to cause these Godly
men to forget their own God and to become a part of the
worship of Babylon. They were to forget where they
came from and live a new life in Babylon, learning the
gods and the religion of Babylon.

The Character of Daniel

Da 1:8 § But Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the portion of theking's
meat, nor with thewinewhich hedrank: therefore he
r f the prince of th nuchs that he migh
not defile himself.

Thekey wordinverseeight is“purposed.” It would be
good for every Christian to purpose in his heart not to be
defiledwith theworld’ smeat. Daniel knew what theking
wastrying to do, and he was determined that he was not
going to be a part of it.

Da 1:9 Now God had brought Daniédl into favour and
tender love with the prince of the eunuchs.

Thistender love was a bond of friendship which will
prove to be a grace from God, for it wasused in Daniel’s
favor. Love aways enhances a situation. Without love
Daniel would have been as sounding brass and tinkling
cymbal. Every Christian should makefriendswith others.
No one knowswhen he will need a friend.

Thisfriendship was of the Lord, however. It was not
just Daniel’s personality that brought this friendship
together. God, no doubt, had laid upon the heart of
Daniel to befriend the prince of the eunuchs; so, instead of
speakingroughly withtheman, he spokekindly to himand
refrained from any harsh words. Thus, the prince of the
eunuchs was more willing to agree with Daniel when he
asked not to be fed the king’s meat.

Da 1:10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto
Daniedl, | fear my lord the king, who hath appointed

Daniel’ sfriend hasahesitation to Daniel’ srequest. He
hasbeen convinced that the food provided by theking is
better than that whichisnormal. Hethinksthat, if Daniel
doeseat of adifferent meat than the king provides, hewill
show alack of energy and brilliance of countenance, and
the king will think that the prince of the eunuchs is not
doinghisjob of feeding Daniel. Thiswould put hisjobin
jeopardy.

Da 1:11 Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the
princeof the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah

Melzar was the man in direct contact with Daniel and
theother Hebrew children. Hewaspersonally responsible
for how this affair wasto be executed.

Dal:12 Provethy servants, | beseech thee, ten days;
and let them give us pulseto eat, and water to drink.

Here is a proposition that Daniel proposes to Melzar.
Heisto prove Daniel and histhree friends with a change
of food fromtheking’' sprovision. Thiswasto bedonefor
ten days, which time will show whether the food givento
them would cause them to have a better or worse
countenance.

Da 1:13 Then let our countenances be looked upon
beforethee, and the countenance of the children that

eat of theportion of theking' smeat: and asthou seest,
deal with thy servants.

After the ten days is complete, the men were to be
proven whether right or wrong in this judgment. They
were to be compared to the men who were eating the
king's provision to see which is the better.

Da1:14 So he consented to them in this matter, and
proved them ten days.

Why Melzar consented is not given here. We could
surmise many things. But the fact isthat he did consent,
whichis, no doubt, a grace of God shown to Daniel and
his three friends.

Dal:15 And at theend of ten daystheir countenances
appearedfairer andfatter inflesh than all thechildren

your meat and your drink: for why should he seeyour
f worse liking th he children which f

your sort? then shall ye make[me] endanger my head

which did eat the portion of the king's meat.

The test proved to be as Danidl has said, that their



complexionwasmuch more pleasant and their facesmore
plump and fatter, which, it seems, wastheintention of the
king.

Thiswas done by Divine Providence, we know. God
wasperforming hisduty aswell asDaniel and hisfriends.

Da1:16 Thus Melzar took away the portion of their
meat. and the wine that they should drink; and gave

them pulse.

Melzar was so taken back by this action that he took a
certainportion of thefood that Daniel and hisfriendswere
eating and took it home for hisfamily.

Melzargave Daniel and hisfriendspulse, or vegetables,
toeat without any animal meat. Thiswasblessed of God,;
otherwise, it would not have been beneficial to them.

Knowledge & Understanding

Dal:17 Y As for these four children, God gave them

knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and
Daniel h n ingin all vision r

All four of these Hebrew children were given specia
knowledge and a skill to learn. They were aso given
wisdom, which is most valuable of all; for without
wisdom, knowledge and learning are of no value.

Not only their bodies, but aso their minds, were
improved by thisdiet blessed of God. They learned more
quickly, and God blessed them with wisdom.

But Danidl was given by God the ability to understand
all visionsand dreams. Thiswasavery special gift given
toonly Daniel. Hisfriendsdid not havethisspecial gift.

Da1:18 Now at the end of the days that the king had
said he should bring them in, then the prince of the

eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar .

At the end of three yearsthe prince of the eunuchswas
to present these men before the king (Dan. 1:5).. At this
time all the men were presented before Nebuchadnezzar.

Da 1:19 And the king communed with them:; and
amongthem all wasfound nonelikeDaniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they beforethe
king.

Upon examination, the king found that these four
Hebrew children were able to answer his hard questions
and could delineate knowledge better than the rest.

Therefore, they were noticed especially by theking and
were selected to be the king' s servants.

Da 1:20 And _in_all matters of wisdom [and]
under standing, that the king enquired of them, he

found them ten times better than all the magicians
[and] astrologersthat [were] in all hisrealm.

Thisis quite a feat: to be ten times better than al the
astrol ogers, soothsayers, sophiesand counsel orsthat were
in the whole kingdom.

Thiswas accomplished by God' s grace alone, because
a simple vegetative meal would not accomplish this.

Da 1:21 And Danid continued [even] unto the first
year of king Cyrus.

Daniel continued from thistime until the time of Cyrus
the king. Daniel was not in full favor of the king all of
these years, but he was in the country. He first wasin
Babylon, to which Judah was taken for 70 years, but he
was also in the kingdom of the Persians and served the
government through these years.

Cyruswasthe king who wasinstrumental in the release
of the Hebrews to go back to Jerusalem and to rebuild it
(Ezra 1:1).

So, God blessed these Hebrew children and
Providentially prepared themfor thework hewantedthem
todo. They were obedient to the Heavenly vision, and
they were faithful to God in their lives.

Thoughkingsmay take charge of our livesand limit our
freedoms, they cannot thwart our brilliant countenancein
themidst of persecution. They cannot halt our work for
our God as Hisgraceismanifested in us. Let uslearnthe
lesson to be alwayswilling to serve God rather than man.



Daniel Chapter Two

The Dream of Nebuchadnezzar

Da 2:1 7 And in the second year of the reign of
Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams,

Since God had prepared Daniel with the ability to
interpret dreamsand visions, now Daniel isready to be put
to thetest. God never prepares a man he does not use.

Theking of Babylon had dreams that troubled him, and
he could not sleep; so he needed an answer to his
problems.

Da 2:2 Then the king commanded to call the

magicians,and theastrologer s, and the sorcerers, and
the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So

they came and stood before the king.

Nebuchadnezzar commanded all of his wise men to
come and interpret the dream he had, which he had
forgotten.

The magicianswereoneswhowrotemagical lineswhich
weresupposed to predict the future and interpret dreams.
Today we have horoscopes and palm readingsthat equate
with this.

The astrologers were enchanters. The Hebrew word
means “to lisp.” This indicates the idea that they said
magicwords of their own making in order to conjure up
meanings for dreams or make up predictions.

The sorcerers were those who dealt with “familiar
spirits.” They consulted the dead through the power of
the devil in order to find out future things.

The Chaldeans were known for their astrology, so
people who had this lineage were expected to be able to
predict the future or interpret dreams.

All of these came and stood before the king. He
expected them, for al of their worth and proclaimed
powers, to be able to interpret his dream. But they first
had to tell him the dream, since he had forgotten it.

Da2:3 And the king said unto them, | have dreamed
a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the
dream.

Althoughthe king did not remember the dream, he did
remember that, whatever it was, the dream, troubled his
spirit.

Da 2:4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in
Syriack, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the

dream, and we will shew the interpretation.

Now, the Chaldeans wanted the king to tell them what
the dream was so that they could pretend to give an
interpretation of it.

Da2:5 Theking answered and said to the Chaldeans,
Thething isgone from me: if ye will not makeknown

untomethedream, with theinter pretation ther eof, ye

The king had to remind the Chaldeans that the dream
had been forgotten and that, if they did not makeit known
to him, he would cut them in pieces and destroy their
houses.

Da 2.6 But if ye shew the dream, and the
inter pretation ther eof, ye shall receive of megiftsand
rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the

dream, and theinter pretation ther eof.

The king was ready to give great rewards to anyone
who could give him the dream and then interpret it. He
insistedto these proud menthat they show the dream and
the interpretation of it.

interpretation of it.

Da 2:8_The king answered and said, | know of
certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see
the thing is gone from me.

Theking here accusesthese men of wantingto “ gainthe
time.” If they could pretend an interpretation of the
dream, then they could save their lives and the lives of
their families.

Da 2:9 But if ye will not make known unto me the
dream, [thereis but] one decree for you: for ye have

and | shall know that ye can shew me the
inter pretation ther eof.

Thekingknew that, if they could not tell himthedream,
thatthey werefakesand pretenders and could not actually
interpret the dream. They would give lies and corrupt
words to the king “till the time be changed,” which
probably means that they could continue to pretend and
fool everyone until the lawswere changed at a later time



so they would not die.
The Prospect of Daniel

Da2:10 The Chaldeans answer ed befor etheking, and
said, Thereisnot a man upon the earth that can shew
theking's matter: therefore [thereis] no king, lord,
nor ruler, [that] asked such thingsat any magician, or
astrologer, or Chaldean.

The Chaldeans denied that there was a man anywhere
who could do as the king was asking, and that, they said,
isthe reason that no other king would dare ask such an
impossible thing as this.

Da2:11 And it ig] ararethingthat thekingrequireth,
nd th is non h h i re th

king, except the gods, whose dwellingisnot with flesh.

They admitted that no man could give and interpret
dreamsbut that the gods (of the Chal deans) werethe only
ones who could give a satisfactory interpretation.

These Chaldeans were proud to the point that they
thought their own gods were the only gods. They did not
admit surrender to the God of the Jews; they instead called
upon and believed in their own gods, who, they say is
“dwelling ... not with flesh.”

Da2:12 For this cause the king was angry and very
furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise [men]

of Babylon.

Upon this, the king was angry, even furious, and was
going to destroy al the wise men of Babylon. This, of
course, would include Daniel and histhree friends.

Da?2:13 And the decr ee went forth that the wise [men]
shouldbedain; and they sought Daniel and hisfellows
tobedain.

Inthose daysthe king would make a decree for what he
wanted accomplished, so he sent forth adecree against all
thewise men of Babylon. They were of no value to this
king. Daniel and hisfriends were among those who were
sought out to be killed.

Daniel’s Answer

Da 2:14 | Then Daniel answered with counsel and
wisdom to Arioch the captain of the king's guard.

Babylon:

Theking's captain had gone forth to get Daniel to slay
him. Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom, which
God had given him.

Da 2:15 He answered and said to Arioch the king's
captain, Why [is] the decree [so] hasty from theking?

Then Arioch madethe thing known to Daniel.

Ariochwaspersuaded by Daniel’ swisdomand counsel,
and he brought Daniel before the king.

Da2:16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king
that he would give him time, and that he would shew

theking theinterpretation.

With this same wisdom, Daniel spoke to the king to
allow him alittle time to give the dream which the king
had dreamed; then Daniel would givetheinterpretation of
the dream.

Da2:17 Then Daniel went to his house, and madethe
thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his
companions:

Da2:18 That they would desire mercies of the God of
heaven concerning this secret; that Daniel and his

fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise
[men] of Babylon.

Daniel went immediately to his three friends that they
may ask favor of God for hismercy so that they would not
perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

It is good to seek the counsel of the Lord and to
beseech the prayer of your friends.

Dani€el Blesses The God of Heaven

Da2:19 Then wasthe secret revealed unto Dani€el in a

night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
Da 2:20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the
nameof God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might
arehis:

The secret of the dream, whichthe king had forgotten,
wasreveaed to Daniel by God himself. For that Daniel
praised the God of heaven, being thankful for his grace
and mercy toward Daniel and his three friends.

DaZ2:21 And hechangeth thetimesand the seasons: he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings:. he giveth

which was gone forth to slay the wise [men] of

wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that




know under standing:

Daniel here confesses that it is God who changes the
times, which Daniel speaks of later. God changes
governments from one to ancther, and He isin charge of
the world’s powers.

God giveswisdomto thewise. ThisHegaveto Daniel.
He also gives knowledge. This He also gave to Danidl.
These are gifts of God, not accomplishments of the flesh.

Da?2:22 Herevealeth the deep and secret things: he
knoweth what [is] in the darkness, and the light
dwelleth with him.

Now Daniel praises God for revealing the deep and
secret  things. Although neither Daniel nor
Nebuchadnezzar knew the dream, Daniel knew that God
knowsall things; and what God knows must be revealed
to us, or we will never know them (Deut. 29:29).

Da2:23 | thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of
my fath whoh iven mewisdom and migh

hast made known unto me now what we desired of
thee: for thou hast [now] made known unto us the

king's matter.

The dream was evidently revealed, not only to Daniel,
but also to his three friends, as the Bible says, “... made
known unto usthe king’' s matter.”

These men prayed that God would reveal this matter,
andhedid. It wasgivento all of them. Any one of them
could have gone to the king and revealed the matter, but
itwas expected of Daniel; so Daniel represented the God
of Heaven in this matter.

The Dream Revealed And Interpreted

Da2:24 fTherefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom

the king had ordained to destroy the wise [men] of

the wise [men] of Babylon: bring me in before the
king, and I will shew unto thekingtheinter pretation.

Daniel now announcesto Arioch that he is ready to go
in before the king to reveal and interpret the dream that
has troubled the king.

Da2:25Then Arioch brought in Daniel beforetheking
in haste, and said thus unto him, | have found a man
of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto

Withanticipation, Arioch announced to theking that he
had found a man from Judah who could make known and
interpret the dream of the king.

Da2:26 Theking answer ed and said to Daniel, whose
name [was] Belteshazzar, Art thou able to make
known unto methe dream which | have seen, and the
inter pretation ther eof?

Rather than speaking to Arioch, the king spoke to
Daniel,whowasin hispresence and asked himwhether he
were able to make the dream and interpretation known.

Da2:27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king,

and said, The secret which the king hath demanded
nnot thewise[m h rol hemagician

h h nto theking;

Daniel, before admitting that the dream would be
revedled and interpreted, stated to the king that it is
evident the wise men of Babylon cannot reveal thisto the
king.

Da2:28 But there isa God in heaven that revealeth
secrets, and maketh known to the Kking
Nebuchadnezzar what shall bein the latter days. Thy

dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are
these;

Daniel does not take credit for revealing thisdream and
interpretingit. He givesglory to God for it. No one can
do this, “but thereisa God in heaven” who can do it.

Notice Daniel saysthat God isin heaven, not in thisor
that kingdom or country, not in this or that place. Heis
very specific asto what God is doing this.

Da2:29 Asfor thee, O Kking, thy thoughts came [into
thy mind] upon thy bed, what should come to pass
her eafter: and hethat revealeth secr etsmaketh known
to thee what shall cometo pass.

Thethoughts of the king were of thingsthat wereyet to
come. These ponderings were thoughts that, perhaps
while he was being deprived of sleep he thought upon
concerning his own kingdom, how long it would last and
perhaps who would succeed him.

God, by way of a dream, has reveded to the king
something of the coming events.

Da2:30 But asfor me, thissecret isnot revealed to me
for [any] wisdom that | have mor ethan any living, but

the king the inter pretation.

for [their] sakes that shall make known the
interpretation to the king, and that thou mightest




know thethoughts of thy heart.

Danid wants the king to know that this dream was
revealed to him in regards to and for the
sake of the Jewish people, represented

[that wer €] of iron and clay, and brakethem to pieces.

Here is a stone in the dream that is cut out of the
mountain without hands. This stone smote
the image on the feet of iron and clay and

here by Daniel and his three friends. It
was for their survival, that they may not
bekilled dueto theblundering of thewise
men of Babylon. Also, that they may be
delivered fromthehand of theBabylonian
bondage they were in to again be free
from the power of a Gentile nation.

Thiswasalso given that the king might
know the thoughts of his heart. Thisis
important, also; for without it the Jews
wouldbemaligned and perhapsdestroyed
by this very king, Nebuchadnezzar.

The Revealing of the Dream

Da 2:31 §_Thou, O king, sawest, and
behold a great image. This great
image, whose brightness [was]
excellent, stood before thee; and the

form ther eof [was] terrible.

Thefirst important thing wasto reveal
thedream to theking. Thisdream would
be the very one he had seen in his sleep,

broke them to pieces.

Da 2:35 Then was the iron, the clay, the
brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to

of the summer threshingfloors; and the
wind carried them away, that no place
was found for them: and the stone that

smotetheimagebecameagreat mountain,
filled the whol rth.

Here we see the entire image tumbling
down. It was completely destroyed so that
no place was found for them. The stone
became alargemountainand filled theentire
earth.

The Dream Interpreted

Da 2:36 This[is] the dream: and we will
tell the interpretation thereof before the
king.

Daniel alowshisthree friendsto join him

and it would indeed point to the future
existenceof Babylonitself and evenfarther into thefuture
kingdoms of the world.

In the dream was a Great Image, and it appeared very
awesome, or terrible, nothing as you would see in the
natural world.

Da2:32Thisimage’ shead [was] of finegold, hisbreast

Da2:33 Hislegs of iron, hisfeet part of iron and part
of clay.

Asweimagine the dream here, we can see the head of
gold, armsof silver, belly and thighsof brass, legsof iron,
and feet of part iron and clay.

If we visualize this, we can see that it is not a normal,
natural image but one that is an oddity. It is an oddity
because of its representation. The prophecies are not
knownto the king nor to Daniel until they are revealed by
God Himself.

Da 2:34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out
without hands, which smote the image upon his feet

in the interpretation of the dream, because it
wasrevealed to all of them. No one knows how much
eachwasinvolvedintheinterpretation, butitisinteresting
that they were al included in the interpretation.

The Head of Gold - Babylon

Da 2:37 Thou, O king. [art] a king of kings: for the
God of heaven hath given theeakingdom, power, and

strength, and glory.
Da 2:38 Amﬂhg@mmmm@nmm

he qwen |nto th|ne hand and hath madethee ruIer

over them all. Thou [art] this head of gold.

Nebuchadnezzar wasgiven akingdom, power, strength
and glory. He is head of the greatest kingdom on the
earth. Thiskingdom of Babylon has overtaken the entire
world, and the world was under the power of thisking.

Daniel says, then, that he is this head of gold. This
interpretsthe head to be the first kingdom that this dream
represents. Thisisthe kingdom of Babylon.



The Second and Third Kingdoms

Da 2:39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom

inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass,
which shall bear rule over all the earth.

among themselves, and the fourth kingdom will not rule
without the weaker kingdoms having their powers
recognized, also.

The Final Kingdom
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The Fourth Kingdom

Da 240 An he fourth
kingdomshall bestrongasiron:

forasmuch as iron breaketh in
piecesand subdueth all [things]:

theclay, thesilver, and thegold; the
great God hath made known to the
king what shall come to pass
h fter: h r i

certain, and the interpretation
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and as iron that breaketh all

these, shall it break in pieces
and bruise,

Then, the fourth kingdom will be as strong as iron,
whichwill makeit avery strong kingdom, ruling over the
entire world by breaking and bruising the smaller
kingdoms and making them a part of thisvery large one.

Da 2:41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes,
part of potters clay, and part of iron, the kingdom
shall bedivided:; but there shall bein it of the strength
of theiron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed
with miry clay.

Da 2:42_ And [as] the toes of the feet [were] part of

strong, and partly broken.

Da 2:43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with
miry clay, they shall mingle themselveswith the seed
of men: but they shall not cleave oneto another. even

asiron isnot mixed with clay.

The feet and toes' being made of iron and clay is
significant. It represents the breaking up of the fourth
kingdom, but not atogether. It simply mixes with the
clay, or theweaker el ementsof thekingdom, and becomes
partly strong and partly weak (broken).

Inthisfourth kingdom, there will be no enduring peace

Daniel has aready spoken of the
God of Heaven who can reveal and interpret dreams.
Now he saysthat this God of Heaven will set up hisown
kingdom, which will never be destroyed nor |€ft to other
people.
God'’ skingdomwill consumethekingdomsof theworld
and replace them and will stand forever.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Appreciation

Da2:46 § Then theking Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his
face, and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that
they should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto
him.

The only way the king knew to show his appreciation
was to have al the people offer a sacrifice to Daniel.
Some of these, no doubt, would be the wise men of
Babylon and worshipers of Bel.

However, we do not read that this actually happened.
It would be hard to believe that Daniel would accept this
kind of worship from mere men.

Da2:47 The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of

atruth [it ig], that your God [is] a God of gods, and a
Lord of kin n r f r ing th



couldest reveal this secret.

Theking recognized the power and glory of God, but he
did not know him aswebelieversdo. He knew his power
from an outward manifestation of it, not from an inward
working of it.

Da2:48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and
gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over

governorsover all the wise [men] of Babylon.

Daniel waselevated in position and wasgiven gifts. He
becamethe chief of thegovernors. Therefore, hewasover
the wise men, which, | am sure, they did not like.

Da2:49 Then Danid requested of theking, and he set
rach,M h Abedn ver theaffairsof

theprovince of Babylon: but Dani€l [sat] in thegate of
theking.

Daniel did not forget hisfriends. Herequested theking
thatthey get offices, also. The king agreed, and they took
care of the affairs of the kingdom. But Daniel had the
highest position of all-he sat in the gate of the king with
great benefitsand authority over thekingdom of Babylon.



Daniel Chapter Three

The Image of Gold

Da3:1 1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of
gold, whose height [was] threescore cubits, [and] the
it s s | . in tt in of

Dura, in the province of Babylon.

Nebuchadnezzar, in all of his pride, made an image to
himself and to his kingdom made out of gold. He had it
made 90 feet tall (figuring 60 cubits at 18 inches per
cubit). Theimage (or statue) was nine (9) feet wide.

Itis said by some that in Dura (meaning “the circle)
there is afoundation of what very well could be the base
of this giant statue that Nebuchadnezzar built.

Da3:2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather
together the princes, the governors, and the captains,
thejudges, thetreasur ers, thecounsellor s, thesheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the
dedication of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up.

Knowing that hisisthe greatest kingdom in the dream,
and knowing that there are still kingdoms to come after
him, the king decides, in his pride, to require everyoneto
come to the dedication of this magnificent statue.

Da3:3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains,
hej hetr r h nsellors, th iff
and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered
together _unto the dedication of the image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood
befor e the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

So,inobedienceto theking, everyonewascoming from
all parts of the kingdom to stand before the image or
Statue.

The Declaration

Da 3:4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is
commanded, O people, nations, and languages,

Da3:5[That] at what time ye hear the sound of the
cor net, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer,and all
kindsof musick, ye fall down and wor ship the golden

image that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:

Da 3:6 And whoso falleth not down and wor shippeth
shallthe samehour becast into the midst of aburning
fiery furnace.
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When the music played, the people were to fall down
andworship theimagethat the king had made. If they did
not, they would be cast into the fiery furnace.

Thisis a declaration of arrogance, and it is one that
reflects the true character of those who do not know our
God.

The Obedience

Da 3:7 Therefore at that time, when all the people
heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the
nations, and the languages. fell down [and]
wor shipped thegoldenimagethat Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up.

People from all nations and languages fell down and
worshiped the golden image. Thisis because of the fear
they have of this arrogant and powerful king.

Accusation Against The Jews

Da 3:8 { Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans
came near, and accused the Jews.

These Chaldeans had been looking, no doubt, for an
appropriatetime and situation to accuse the Jews because
of their elevation in ruling power.

Thisseemed to be the very occasion they were seeking.
Many seek the same against believers today, not because
of our ruling power, but because of the truth that accuses
theworld and condemnsit and theexclusive Gospel which
we preach.

Da 39 They spake and said to the king
Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever.

Da3:10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every
man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute,
har p,sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kindsof
musick, shall fall down and wor ship the golden image:
Da3:11 And whoso falleth not down and wor shippeth,
[that] he should . I idst of -

fiery furnace.
Da 3:12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set

over theaffair s of the province of Babylon, Shadrach,
M eshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not
regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship
I len | i I

These accusations against the Jewswere brought to the
king, and he was reminded of the decree he had made
concerning theimage, that thosewho would not fall down




and worship it would be cast into the fiery furnace.

Da3:13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in [his] rage and fury

commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. Then they brought these men before the

king.

Da3:14Nebuchadnezzar spakeand said untothem, [Is
it] true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not
yeservemy gods, nor wor ship the golden imagewhich
| have set up?

Da3:15 Now if ye beready that at what timeye hear

and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down
and wor ship theimagewhich | have made; [well]: but
if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into

themidst of aburningfiery furnace; and who [is] that

h | iv f my hands?
Da3:16 rach,M h Abedn n
n i hekin N hadnezzar, we[are] n

careful to answer theein this matter.

Da3:17 If it be[s0], our God whom we serveisableto
deliver usfrom the burningfiery furnace, and he will
deliver [us] out of thine hand, O king.

Da3:18 But if not, beit known unto thee, O king, that
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.

After having the decree and the punishment from the
decree rehearsed in their ears, the three Hebrew children
would not recant.

Theyarenot careful (afraid) to answer theking, because
God could, if he chose to do so, deliver these men from
thefiery furnace. But even if he did not, they were still
not going to bow down to the gods of Babylon.

This dedication is needed in believers today.

The Punishment

Da3:19 1 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and
thefor m of hisvisage was changed against Shadrach,

Meshach, and Abednego: [therefore] he spake, and

commanded that they should heat the furnace one
seven times morethan it was wont to be heated.

How considerate of the king to go to so much trouble
just to accommodate the three Hebrew children! He
heated the furnace seven times more than it was
customarily (wont) heated.

Da3:20 And hecommanded the most mighty men that

Abednego, [and] to cast [them] into theburning fiery
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furnace.

These men were not afraid of death. They were cast
into the fiery furnace to be destroyed because of their
disobedience to thisworldly king.

Da 3:21 Then these men were bound in their coats,

their hosen, and their hats, and their [other] gar ments,
and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery
furnace.

They did not dress these menin any special way. They
just left their clothing on them asthey wereclothed. They
probably thought that they would burn morereadily if they
had on these flamable garments.

Da3:22 Therefore becausetheking's commandment
wasurgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame
of the fire dew those men that took up Shadrach,

M eshach, and Abednego.

So hot was the fire that it killed the men who threw
these three Hebrew children into the furnace.

Da3:23 And thesethreemen, Shadrach, M eshach, and
Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the

burning fiery furnace.

Helpless, these men were cast into the middle of the
burning furnace to be gone forever out of the sight of the
king and out of the sight of the wise men of Babylon.

The Astonishment

Da3:24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied,
and rose up in haste, [and] spake, and said unto his
counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the
midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the
king. True, O king.
Da 3:25 He answered and said, Lo, | see four men
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have
X hef f the f hisli [
God.

Themight and power of Almighty God ismanifestedin
theking' svery presence ashelooksinto thefire and sees,
not only the three men bound, but also another man with
them.

This other man was “like the Son of God,” which the
king had heard about from Daniel and the Hebrew
children. Their testimony was so clear that he had agood
imageof the Son of God, and herecognized thesequalities



in him when he saw himin the fire.

Thisis none other than Jesus Christ Himself in the fire
with the Hebrew children, a manifest assurance that He
will also be with usin our times of trial.

Da3:26 Then Nebuchadnezzar camenear tothemouth
of the burning fiery furnace, [and] spake, and said,

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servantsof the
most high God, come forth, and come [hither]. Then

nadracn, iviesnach, and Abed

midst of thefire.

Da3:27 And theprinces, governors, and captains, and
theking's counsdllors, being gathered together, saw
these men. upon whose bodies the fire had no power .
nor was an hair of their head singed. neither were
heir han nor th | of fireh n
them.

After seeing these men unharmed in thefire, theking's
countenancechanged toward the men, and he now speaks
to them kindly instead of harshly.

The Chaldeans worshiped fire, but the God of Daniel
and his friends had power over the god of fire. This
impressedtheking, since eventhemost susceptible part of
the bodies were not even singed with thefire.

All of the wise men of Babylon then gathered together
to hear the announcement of the king, which follows.

Da 3:28 | [Then] Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said,
Blessed [be] the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, who hath sent hisangel, and delivered his
servants that trusted in him, and have changed the
king sword, and vielded their bodies, that they might
not serve nor wor ship any god, except their own God.

Now the king is honoring these men for refusing to
worshiptheking’ sgodsand stayingfast to their own God.

Da3:29 Thereforel makeadecree, That every people,
nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss

Abednego, shall becut in pieces, and their housesshall
bemadeadunghill: becausethereisno other God that
can deliver after thissort.

Thentheking commanded that everyonein hiskingdom
worshipthe God of the three Hebrew children. Thisisno
way to worship and serve God. We are not to serve him
through the decrees of kings but through our own faith
and love for our God.

Da3:30 Then theking promoted Shadrach, M eshach,
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and Abednego. in the province of Babylon.

Thesethree Hebrew children were honored by theking
by being placed in high positionsin the government. God,
no doubt, allowed this for his own divine purpose.



Daniel Chapter Four

Da 4:1 1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people,
nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth:;
Peace be multiplied unto you.

Da4:2 | thought it good to shew thesignsand wonder s
that the high God hath Wrought toward me.

and his dom|n|0n [ls] from qeneratlon to qeneratlon

Somewriterssay that this section of scripture provides
indication that Nebuchadnezzar was saved, and this
reflects the difference in his countenance, now being
humbled by the Lord God Himself.

It does not seem to me that he was saved, though he
giveswonderful praise and glory to the God of Heaven.
| do not know who is and who is not saved.

A New Dream

Da4:4 Y1 Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house
and flourishing in my palace:

Da4:51 saw a dream which made meafraid. and the
thoughts upon my bed and the visions of my head
troubled me.

Da4.6 Therefore made | a decreeto bring in all the

makeknown unto metheinter pretation of thedream.
Da4:7 Then came in the magicians, the astrologers,
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. and | told the
dream before them: but they did not make known

unto methe interpretation ther eof.

The king took the very same steps he had taken before
onhisearlier dream. Hedid not call Daniel at thefirst, but
he called the wise men of Babylon.

Thesewise men did not interpret the dream, but thereis
no mention in these verses of their being killed.

Da4:8 But at thelast Daniel camein before me, whose
name[was| Belteshazzar, accordingtothenameof my
god, and in whom [is] the spirit of the holy gods: and
before him | told the dream. [saying].

Da 4:9 O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians,
becausel know that the spirit of the holy gods[is] in

thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell methe visions

Then, as before, the king calls for Daniel. Perhaps he
remembersthe events of the past and calls upon Daniel to
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give and interpret the dream.

Vision of A Tree

Da 4:10 Thus [wer €] the visions of mine head in my
bed; | saw, and behold atreein the midst of theearth,
and the height thereof [was] great.

Da4:11 Thetreegrew, and wasstrong, and the height
ther eof reached unto heaven. and the sight thereof to
the end of all the earth:

Da 4:12 Theleaves thereof [were] fair, and the fruit

the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the
heaven dwelt in the boughs ther eof, and all flesh was
fed of it.

Thisisadream of alargetreeinthemiddle of the earth.
It was so large that it reached unto heaven, and everyone
could see the tree from all of the ends of the earth.

The leaves were fresh and crisp, and the fruit was
enough to feed the entireworld. Beastsand fowlswerein
the branches of the tree, and all kinds of flesh of the earth
were fed from thistree.

The Watcher

Da4:13] saw in thevisions of my head upon my bed,

and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down
from heaven;

Da4:14 Hecried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the

scatter hisfruit: let the beasts get away from under it,
and the fowls from his branches:

Da4:15Nevertheless|eavethestump of hisrootsinthe
earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the

tender grass of thefield; and let it bewet with the dew
of heaven, and [let] hisportion [be] with the beastsin

the grass of the earth:
Da4:16 Let hisheart be changed from man’s, and let
abeast’s heart be given unto him; and |et seven times

pass over him.

A watcher was in this dream, and he announced the
cutting down of the large tree, which ran away al the
beasts and fowls from under the tree.

But a stump wasto be left of the tree and preserved.

Theking, in verse 16, is to be given a changed heart,
from that of aman to that of abeast. In other words, he
was to go crazy and not be able to reason properly as a
man should be able to do.

Seven times were to pass over the king before he
regained his reasoning. This is probably seven years,



which cannot be proved by pagan history except that one
writer says the king disappeared. This could be a
reference to this event®

Da4:17 Thismatter [is] by the decree of thewatchers,
and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the
intent that the living may know that the most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men. and giveth it to

whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest
of men.

Thewatchershereare thethree persons of the Godhead.
The decree to fulfill this dream was by these watchers.

Thedemand that this dream be executed isby the“holy
ones.” This is a reference to the saints of God who
desiredfor God' sjudgment to come down upon thisking.

They wanted thisso that those living on the earth would
know that God is mighty and sovereign and in charge of
the affairs of the earth.

Da4:18 Th | kingN hadnezzar hav

Now th B zar larethein r ion
thereof, forasmuch as all the wise [men] of my
kingdom are not _able to make known unto me the
inter pretation: but thou [art] able; for thespirit of the
holy gods[is] in thee.

Thekingrealized again that Daniel wasabletointerpret
hisdream. Herecognized that the* spirit of the holy gods”
wasin Danidl (Dan. 4:9). Thiswasa natural recognition
of the Spirit of Almighty God, for his might and power is
known naturally by its being written upon man’s heart
(Rom. 2:15).

But Nebuchadnezzar knew more of God than just any
man. He had heard, no doubt, the preaching of Daniel and
understood the beliefs of the Hebrews. By this he
recognized the Son of God in the furnace and the ability
that God had given to Dani€l to interpret dreams.

Interpretation of the Dream

Da 419 T Then Danid, whose name [was]
Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his

thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said,

My lord, the dream [be] tothem that hatethee and

theinterpretation thereof to thine enemies.

5See John Gill on this verse
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Upon seeing the dream, Daniel became very troubled
about what he saw. He seemed to hesitate to tell the
interpretation to the king.

Theking noticed Daniel’ shesitation and told him not to
be troubled, indicating that he wanted to know the
interpretation.

Daniel expressed to the king that the dream wastto, or
in favor of, his enemies, those who hated the king.

The Tree

Da4:20 Thetree that thou sawest, which grew, and
was strong. whose height reached unto the heaven,

and the sight ther eof to all the earth;
Da4:21 Whoseleaves[wer €] fair, and thefruit ther eof

much, and in it [w for all; which th
f thefi n n wh hesth

fowls of the heaven had their_habitation:

Da 4:22 |t _[is] thou, O king, that art grown and

become strong: for thy greatness is grown, and

reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of

the earth.

Thetreerepresented Nebuchadnezzar, who had become
very strong in the world and had ruled over the entire
known world at that time.

Da4:23 And whereas the king saw a watcher and an
holy one coming down from heaven, and saying, Hew

therootsthereof intheearth, even with aband of iron
and brass, in thetender grassof thefield; and let it be
wet with the dew of heaven, and [let] hisportion [be]
with the beasts of the field, till seven times pass over
him;

Da4:24 This [ig] the interpretation, O king, and this
[is] the decree of the most High, which is come upon
my lord the king:

Da4:25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy
dwelling shall be with the beasts of thefield, and they
shall maketheeto eat grassasoxen, and they shall wet
theewith thedew of heaven, and seven timesshall pass

the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he
will.

Instead of watchers, here we have a watcher, whichis
themost high God. He isthe one who decrees that these
events take place, that Nebuchadnezzar would be taken
from his position and be driven into the wildernessto live
with the beasts.

This was to be done by the king's enemies for seven



years, until theking would know that God rulestheworld,
not men, and that he gives control of the world to
whomsoever hewills. Thisisagreat lesson for each of us
to learn.

Da 4:26 And whereas they commanded to leave the
stumpof thetreeroots; thy kingdom shall besureunto
thee, after that thou shalt have known that the
heavensdorule.

After the seven times (or years) are finished, the king
wasto come back into hisposition and again have control
of hiskingdom. There isno secular history to provethis,
but we believe that God knows more than secular
historians.

The Advice

Da 4:27 Wherefore, O king. let my counsel be
acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by
righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy

h r. if it m I hening of th
tranquillity.

Daniel advises the king here regarding his moral
standing. He evidently was not a moral man. He had
somesinin hislifethat needed to be “broken off.” Thisis
tobedoneby righteousness, turning from unrighteousness
to righteousness. This repentance would lengthen the
king' stranquillity.

The Fulfillment

Da 428 1 Al
Nebuchadnezzar.
Da 4:29 At the end of twelve monthshewalked in the
palace of the kingdom of Babylon.

Da 4:30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great
Babylon, that | have built for the house of the
kingdom by the might of my power, and for the
honour of my majesty?

Da 4:31 While the word [was] in the king's mouth,
there fell a voice from heaven, [saying], O king

buchad heeit Ken: Ki .

departed from thee.
Da4:32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy
dwelling [shall be] with the beasts of the field: they

shall maketheeto eat grass as oxen, and seven times

shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most
idf leth in the ki [ | di X

whomsoever hewill.

Da 4:33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon

this came upon the Kking
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Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and

did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the

dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles
[feathers], and hisnailslike birds [claws].

Everything God says is going to happen aways does
happen exactly as he knowsit will, and these events will
alwaysbring his glory.

The King's Return

Da4:34 Andat theend of thedays| Nebuchadnezzar
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine

under standing returned unto me, and | blessed the
mostHigh | prai nd honoured himthat liveth
for wh minion i lastin minion
and hiskingdom [is] from generation to generation:

At the end of the seven yearsthe king lifted up hiseyes
to heaven and gave glory to a God whom he had not
worshiped in that way before. He admitted that God has
an everlasting dominion.

Da 4:35 And all the inhabitants of the earth [are]
reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to hiswill
in thearmy of heaven. and [among] theinhabitants of

the earth: and none can stay his hand. or say unto
him, What doest thou?

Herethe king admitsthat God isin complete control of
al the affairs in heaven and in earth. The second
admission here is that even Nebuchadnezzar, as glorious
and powerful as he thought he was, could not stay God's
hand or say unto him “What doest thou?’

Da4:36 At thesametimemy reason returned unto me;
and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and
brightnessreturned unto me; and my counsellorsand
my lords sought unto me; and | was established in my

When the king began to glorify and honor the God of
heaven, then his“reason,” or hisunderstanding, returned
tohim, an understanding that would suit himfor returning
to his position of king of Babylon.

Da 4:37 Now | Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and
honour the King of heaven, all whose works [ar€]
truth, and hisways judgment: and those that walk in

pride heisableto abase.

Lessons in humility come at a high price sometimes.



Thekinglearnedit here, and he givestheglory to God and
admits that God is able to abase the people who are
arrogant and proud.
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Daniel Chapter 5

The Celebration

Dab5:1 § Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a
thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the

thousand.

Belshazzar wasnot the actual son of Nebuchadnezzar.
The rulers of Babylon were:

Nebuchadnezzar, who ruled 43 years

Evil-Merodach, his son, ruled two years
and was assassinated

Neriglassar ruled four years

Laborosoarchod ruled for nine months and was
beaten to death

Nabonidus ruled in reality until Babylon fell to
Cyrus, the Persian.

Belshazzar wasthe son of Nabonidus, and hewasgiven
chargeof the affairs of government while Dabonidus was
in Arabia perhaps fighting the Persians. As aresult, he
was in charge when the affairs of Daniel Chapter 5 take
place. Belshazzar was confident of his safety because of
the defenses and supplies available to him.

Belshazzar wasthe son of Nebuchadnezzar either inthe
sense that he was a grandson through Belshazzar's
mother, or Nebuchadnezzar washisfather inthe sensethat
he previoudly sat on the throne of Babylon.

Belshazzar was having a cel ebration with extravagance
to the lords of Babylon.

Da 52 B whil he win
mman ring th | nd silver v

which hisfather Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the
temple which [was] in Jerusalem; that the king, and
hisprinces, hiswives, and hisconcubines, might drink
therein.

Dab5:3 Then they brought the golden vesselsthat were
taken out of the temple of the house of God which

wives, and his concubines, drank in them.

Belshazzar lost control of himself and became arrogant,
asking for the gold and silver vesselsthat had been taken
from Jerusalem, and he showed hisdisdain for the God of
heaven by alowing these vessels to be used as common
eating utensils.

Da5:4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold,
and of silver, of brass, of iron. of wood, and of stone.

17

Nebuchadnezzar had |earned to humblehimself before

the God of the Hebrews, but Belshazzar had not learned
thisimportant |esson, and he madefun of thetrue God and

worshiped his own made-man gods.

The Image of aHand

Da5:5 In the samehour cameforth fingersof aman’s
hand,and wrote over against the candlestick upon the

saw the part of the hand that wrote.

Belshazzar saw the fingers of aman’s hand writing on
the wall. From this we get our modern saying, “the
writing on the wall.”

Dab5:6 Then theking'scountenance was changed, and
his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his
loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against
another.

Dab:7Thekingcried aloud tobringintheastrologers,
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayer s. [And] the king

n he wi m f Babylon
Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew methe
inter pretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet,
and [have] a chain of gold about hisneck, and shall be
the third ruler in the kingdom.

Da 5:8 Then came in all the king's wise [men]: but
they could not read the writing. nor make known to

Da5:9ThenwaskingBelshazzar greatly troubled, and
his countenance was changed in him, and his lords
WEer e astonied.

The interpreter of this message would receive many
rewards, includingaposition asthird ruler inthekingdom.
This was offered, because Nabonidus was first ruler,
Belshazzar was second, or vice-ruler, so that would make
this person third ruler of the kingdom.

Da5:10 T[Now] the queen, by reason of the words of
theking and hislords, came into the banquet house:

let not

countenance be changed:

Dab5:11 Thereisaman in thy kingdom, in whom [ig]

the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy

father light and understanding and wisdom, like the
. 1l I E in him: wi heki

father, made master of the magicians, astrologers,
Chaldeans, [and] soothsayers;




Da 5:12 Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and

would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up;

knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of
dreams, and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving
of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the
king named Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called,

and whom he would he put down.
Dab5:20 But when hisheart waslifted up, and hismind

hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly
throne, and they took hisglory from him:

and he will shew theinter pretation.

Thequeen remindsthe king of aman who can interpret
dreamsand encouraged thekingto call Daniel tointerpret.

Dab5:13 Then was Danidl brought in before the king.
[And] theking spake and said unto Daniel, [Art] thou

Dab5:21 And hewasdriven from the sons of men; and

his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling

[was] with the wild asses: they fed him with grasslike

oxen. and hisbody waswet with thedew of heaven: till

heknew that the most high God ruled in thekingdom
: | [that] | intet it wi

hewill.

that Daniel, which [art] of thechildren of the captivity
of Judah. whom the king my father brought out of

Da5:21 And hewasdriven from the sons of men; and
his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling

Jewry?
Dab5:141 hav

is] in th hat] ligh n in
n lent wisdom isf inth

Dab5:15 And now thewise[men], theastr ologer s, have

[was] with the wild asses: they fed him with grasslike
oxen, and hisbody waswet with the dew of heaven; till

hekn hat the most high ruled in thekin
f m hat] h i h over it whom
hewill.

been brought in before me, that they should read this
writing, and make known unto methe inter pretation

Da 5:22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not
humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;

ther eof: but they could not shew theinter pretation of

the thing:
Da5:16 And | have heard of thee, that thou canst
m in r ions, and dissolv : now if th

canst read the writing, and make known to me the
inter pretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with
scarlet, and [have] a chain of gold about thy neck, and

shalt bethethird ruler in the kingdom.

The king interviews Daniel to recognize whether he
actually isthe man he wantsto interpret the writing on the
wall. Herehearseshow hehasalready tried all of hiswise
counselors and that they cannot read the writing.

Belshazzar promisesDaniel hewill beclothed inscarlet
and gold and be third ruler in the kingdom.

Da 5:17 Then Daniel answered and said before the
king, L et thy qifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards
to another:; vet | will read the writing unto the king,
and make known to him the inter pretation.

Daniel agrees to read the writing on the wall, but he
does not desire the gifts of the king.

Da 5:18 O thou king, the most high God gave
Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty,

before h|m Whom hewould he slew and whom he

Danidl, | think, after looking and reading the writingin
hismind, rehearses the condition of Nebuchadnezzar to
Belshazzar to remind him that he had not humbled his
heart as Nebuchadnezzar had, and he had not learned the
true sovereignty of God, though he was aware of the
events just rehearsed.

beforethee and thou and thv Iordthv wwes and

thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou
hast praised thegodsof silver, and gold, of brass. iron,
wood, and stone, which see not. nor hear. nor know:

and the God in whose hand thy breath [is], and whose
[are] all thy ways, hast thou not glorified:

If we are not for God, we are against him. Thisisthe
message of Daniel 5:23. Instead of humbling himself
before God, which he knew to do, Belshazzar lifted
himself upin pride and mocked the Lord God by using the
vessels of the templein atrivial manner.

Dab5:24 Then wasthepart of the hand sent from him;
and thiswriting was written.

Da 5:25 And this [is] the writing that was written,
MENE.MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

Da 5:26 This [is] the interpretation of the thing:
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and
finished it.
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Dab:27 TEKEL ; Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found wanting.

Da5:28 PERES:; Thy kingdom isdivided, and given to
the Medes and Persians.

Thehandwritingwasgiven and interpreted to mean that
God was finished with the Babylonian empire and that
another wouldtakeits place becauseof Belshazzar’ ssins,
having not |earned from hisfather, Nebuchadnezzar, that
the God of Isradl is the real and true living God. His
kingdom would be given to the Medes and Persians.

Da 5:29 Then commanded Belshazzar, and they
clothed Daniel with scarlet, and [put] a chain of gold

about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning
him, that he should bethethird ruler in the kingdom.

We have aready discussed why Daniel was made third
ruler in the kingdom. Thiswashisreward, though he did
not ask for one, for giving the meaning of the writing on
thewall.

Dab5:30 § Ln that night was B zar thekin
Chaldeans dain.

Da 5:31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom,
[being] about threescor e and two years old.

Dariusis Cyaxares in secular history, and he was 62
years old when he overtook the kingdom of Babylon.
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Daniel Chapter 6
The King'sDesire
Da6:1 It pleased Dariusto set over the kingdom an

hundr ed and twenty princes, which should beover the
whole kingdom;

Da 6:2 And over these three presidents, of whom
Daniel [wag] first: that theprincesmight giv n
nto th hekin Id haven mage.

Da 6:3 Then this Daniel was preferred above the
presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit
[was] in him; and theking thought to set him over the
whole realm.

To this secular history agrees, that the kingdom was
divided into 120 provinces, which was customary for the
Medes and the Persions.

Daniel was appointed first president over these
provinces, and the other leaders had to give account to
him instead of the king.

Since Daniel had an excellent spirit, he was preferred,
and the king desired to set him over the entire kingdom.

The Princes' Deception

Da6:4 Then the presidentsand princes sought to find

occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but
they could find noneoccasion nor fault; forasmuch as

he[was] faithful, neither wasthereany error or fault
found in him.
Da 6:5 Then said these men. We shall not find any

occasion against thisDaniel, except wefind [it] against
him concerning the law of his God.

With the king’ s desire to set up Daniel over the entire
kingdom, this made for jealousy among the other
presidentsand princes; so they tried to find an occasion of
fault against him.

They knew that the only way they could find fault in
Daniel was through the law of his God, so they attacked
him through his belief in the God of Heaven.

Jealousy amost always creeps in when leadership is
shared with others. That is human nature.

These presidents and princes could not find fault with
Daniel. Thisisso muchlikeour Savior asPilot examined
him and said, "I find no fault in him."

"Letthismind beinyouwhichwasalsoin Christ Jesus."
Thisclauseisspokenthissideof Calvary, but Daniel knew
of it before Calvary. This was some insight by Daniel
through the Spirit of God.
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Da6:6 1 Then these presidents and princes assembled
together to the king, and said thus unto him, King

Darius, livefor ever.

So these men had a meeting with the King. | am not
surewhether Daniel wasat thismeeting or not. | suppose
this was a meeting without him.

In some churches deacons, trustees, and others try to
have meetings without the pastor so they can do
something behind his back. This ought not to be. The

pastor has the right to be at any meeting held by any part
of the church.

Da 6.7 All the presidents of the kingdom. the
governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the
ins, have consul h li r

n m firm r hat wh
shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days,
save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of
lions.

Notice the subtle lie here. They said "ALL the
presidentsof the kingdom." | am surethat Daniel had not
been consulted concerning this. This was a conniving
trick.

| do not know the significance of the 30 days, but |
know that these men knew that Daniel could not go 30
days without consulting his God in prayer and worship.
Thiswould give them plenty of timeto catch himin the
act. They already knew what they were going to do, and
they knew the faithfulness of Danidl.

Da6:8 Now, O king. establish the decree, and sign the

writing, that it benot changed, according to thelaw of
the M edes and Persians, which altereth not.

They pressed the king to sign thislaw. They wanted it
made according to the law of the Medes and Persians, a
law that could not be changed by any means whatsoever.

Da6:9 Whereforeking Darius signed thewriting and
the decree.

No doubt thinking that Daniel had apart in thisscheme,
and trusting Daniel as he did, the king signed the decree
according to the Medes and Persians. it could not be
changed once signed.

Danidl’s Dedication

Da6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was
signed, hewent into hishouse; and hiswindows being




open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled

upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and
gave thanksbefore his God, ashe did aforetime.

Noticethat Daniel'sknowledgeof thelaw'sbeing signed
did not change his pattern. He knew that God came
before men'slaws.

Any law that is made contrary to the Word of God is
not to be kept. Daniel had been obedient to every other
civil law, but this one contradicted the will of God.

Daniel, in hisregular manner, prayed three timesaday
on acontinual basis.

This verse aso seems to indicate that he may have
prayedspecifically for thisvery situation,whichweshould
do also if we are confronted with such a situation.

Daniel kneeledto pray just asJesusdid (Luke22:41), as
Stephen did (Acts 7:20), as Paul did (Acts 20:36).

Da6:11 Then thesemen assembled. and found Daniel
praying and making supplication before his God.

Thesemenassembl ed, not for the purpose of worshiping
the God of heaven, or for that matter, the gods of this
world.

Their sole purpose for assembling wasto catch Daniel
inthe act.

Y ou might call this a spiritual "stake-out."

Da 6:12 Then they came near, and spake before the
king concerning the king's decree; Hast thou not
signed a decree, that every man that shall ask [a

petition] of any God or man within thirty days, save of

thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The
kinganswer ed and said, Thething[is] true, according

to the law of the M edes and Persians, which altereth
not.

The king could do nothing but answer yes to the
rehearsal of passing the law.

Da6:13 Then answer ed they and said beforetheking,
That Daniel, which [ig] of the children of the captivity
of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree
that thou hast signed. but maketh his petition three
timesa day.

Noticethe tone with which these men answer the king:
"That Daniel" -- an indignant and arrogant tone of voice
and choice of words. They could have merely said
"Daniel." The king would have known who he was.

"Children of the captivity of Judah" -- The tone
expressesdislike of the Jews. There seemed to be alittle
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racia prejudice here.

"Regardeth not thee" -- which blames the king for
making the law. The king did not conceive the law but
only signed it, no doubt thinking that Daniel had apart in
it.

The King' s Disappointment

nn
Danlel to dellver him: and
down of the sun to deliver him.

The king was very sorry what he had done. He so
trusted and was befriended by Daniel that he did not want
thisto happento Daniel. Theking had not knownthat this
was a conspiracy.

The king worked the rest of the day to free Daniel, but
there was nothing he could do against alaw which could
not be changed.

The King's Direction

Da6:15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and
said unto the king, Know, O king. that the law of the
Medes and Persians [ig]. That no decree nor statute
which the king establisheth may be changed.

Theaccusers of Daniel reminded the king that the laws
of the Medes and Persians could not be changed.

Theking was defensel essin hisown kingdom and upon
hisown throne. His subjects had for this one occasion
cast mutiny upon the throne.

Da6:16 Then the king commanded, and they brought
Dani€l, and cast [him] into the den of lions. [Now] the
kingspakeand said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou
servest continually, he will deliver thee.

Theking had no alternative but to command that Daniel
be placed in the Lion's den.

Theking speaksto Daniel and assureshimthat Daniel's
God would deliver him. Therefore, we know that Daniel
had been talking to Darius about his God.

Da 6:17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the

signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the
pur pose might not be changed concer ning Daniel.

The king put his seal of approval upon what was being
doneby placing his signet upon the stone at the mouth of



the den of lions.
Daniel’s Deliverance and the King' s Delight
Da6:18 1 Then thekingwent to his palace, and passed

thenight fasting: neither wer e instruments of musick
brought before him: and his sleep went from him.

Thisearthly king passed the night fasting, knowing that
Daniel wasin thelion's den.

He could not sleep. The Bible does not say that he
prayed, but heis so near it that | wonder if God were not
at least dightly pleased with the king's actions.

Da6:19Then thekingarosevery early in themorning,

nd went in h nto th f lions.
Da6:20 And wh with
I le voi nto Dani n he kin

andsaid to Daniel, O Danidl, se.rvant of theliving God,

[them] into theden of lions, them, their children, and

their wives, and the lions had the mastery of them,

and brake all their bonesin pieces or ever they came
at the bottom of the den.

The men who accused Daniel were al punished. Make
sure your sin will find you out.

Da 6:25 1 Then king Darius wrote unto all people,

Peace be multiplied unto you.

Da6:26 | makeadecree, That in every dominion of my
kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of
Daniel: for he[ig] theliving God. and stedfast for ever.

and his kingdom [that] which shall not be destroyed.
and hisdominion [shall be even] unto the end.

Da6:27 He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh
ignsand won in heav ndin h, who hath

delivered Daniel from the power of thelions.

is thy God, whom thou servest continually, able to

Da 6:28 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of

deliver thee from thelions?

The king could hardly wait to hear Daniel'svoice. He
wantedto know if the God of Heaven was able to deliver
Danidl.

Not only would this deliver Daniel, which the king
wanted very badly, but it would also teach the king an
unforgettable lesson about Jehovah.

Da6:21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live
for ever.

Da6:22 My God hath sent hisangel, and hath shut the
lions mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch

as before him innocency was found in me; and also
before thee, O king, have | done no hurt.

Daniel took the time while still in the den of lions to
assuretheking that God had blessed Daniel because of his
faithfulnessto Jehovah.

Daniel had been faithful to God, thusalso faithful to the
king and the job that the king had given to Danidl.

What alesson for each of usto learn!

Thisdeliverance was used in the book of Hebrews to
give us encouragement about our faith (Heb. 11:33).

Da6:23 Then wastheking exceedingglad for him, and
commandedthat they should take Daniel up out of the
den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no
manner of hurt was found upon him, because he
believed in his God.

Da6:24 And the king commanded, and they brought
those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast
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Darius, and in thereign of Cyrusthe Persian.

KingDariusgivesatruedevotionto God, nhaming many
of Hisattributes.

Then Daniel prospered according to Psalm One: "His
leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper."

Some believe that Darius and Cyrus are one and the
same person.



Daniel Chapter 7
The Vision of the Animals

The Reviewing of the Vision

bed then hewrotethe dream [and] toId the sum of
the matters.

Da7:2 Daniel spake and said. | saw in my vision by
night, and. behold. thefour windsof the heaven strove
upon the great sea.

We must realize here that the book of Daniel is not
chronological. Now weareback to Belshazzar’ skingdom
of Babylon reviewing hisvision of theanimals. Thisisa
very important vision, a rehearsal of what we read in
chapter two.

Duringawindstorm, four great beastscameup fromthe
seaand were dl different one from another.

This will be a reminder of the great image of
Nebuchadnezzar in the second chapter. Thisis Daniel’s
dream.

The first beast — Babylon

Da 7:4 The first [was] like a lion, and had eagle's

wings: | beheld till the wings thereof were plucked,
lif
nthef

h
‘sh

from th
m m

n m

rt wasqiv
it.

The lion is a symbol of
strength and majesty in the
animal kingdom. Thisisthe
symbolism of
Nebuchadnezzar when he
overcamethe Assyriansand
came swiftly to build
Babylon into a strong
kingdom.

He has eagle’'s wings,
strong and fast, in order to
sweep upon Israel along
with other nations to overtake them. Notice that both of
thesewords (lion and eagle) are used in Jeremiah Chapter
four in thisregard (See Jeremiah 4.7, 13).

But Babylon's end must come, his feathers being
plucked so that her king will no longer swiftly overtake
kingdomsto makethem hisown. He now stands up from
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the earth as aman stands, no longer fearless, but fearful;
having aman’ sheart of fear, not one of stern confidence.
Thus goes the story of Babylon, the first of the kingdoms
inthisvision.

The second beast - Persia

Da7:5 And behold another beast, a second. liketo a
bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and [it had

and they said thusunto it, Arise, devour much flesh.

This second beast, likean
uncivil bear, raised itself up
on one side, meaning that
the Persians were greater
than the Medes, and the
kingdom became known as
R the Persiankingdominstead

of the Medo-Persian, as it
was in the beginning. The three ribs symbolize three
kingdomswhichwere destroyed by thisbear on hisway to
power. Bible scholars disagree as to who these three
might be. Still others believe that the ribs represent the
directioninwhichthekingdomsweredestroyed during the
conquest of thisbear: north, south and west.

The third beast — Greece

Da7:6 After this| beheld,
and lo another, like a

leopard. which had upon

theback of it four wings of
afowl; the beast had also

four_heads; and dominion
was given to it.

The next kingdom that
was prophesied to come in
order was one which is
symbolizedby aleopard. Thisisthe kingdom of Greece.

Theleopard signifies Alexander the Great. The four
wingson theback of thisleopard symbolizedthe swiftness
with which Alexander invaded and conquered many
kingdoms.

This beast has four heads, which helps usto identify it
asGreece, for at the end the Grecian empire was divided
into four sections. We will speak of thisin more detail
later.



The fourth beast — Rome

Da7:7 After thisl saw in thenight visions, and behold
a fourth beast, dreadful

and terrible, and strong
exceedingly; and it had
great iron teeth: it
devoured and brake in
pieces, and stamped the

and it [was] diverse from
all the beasts that [were]
before it; and it had ten
horns.

T hi

S kingdom w as

The little horn which came out of the Grecian Empire
was Antiochus Epiphanes, but this little horn is the one
who came from the Roman Empire, and it designates the
Papacy, which meets the criteria mentioned here.

JohnGill on Romans7:8 hasthefollowingto say about
the three horns which were plucked up by the roots:
“according to the present bishop of Clogher, the
Campagnia of Rome, the exarchate of Ravenna, and the
region of Pentapolis, whichwere plucked up by Pipinand
Charlemagne, kings of France, and givento the pope; and
wereconfirmed to him by their successor Lewisthepious,
andiswhat iscalled the patrimony of St. Peter; inmemory
of which a piece of Mosaic work was made and put up in
thepope's palace, representing St. Peter withthreekeysin
hislap; signifying the three keys of the three parts of his
patrimony; and to show his sovereignty over them, the

“exceedingowerful, as the Roman empire was, angbpe to this day wearsatriple crown:”

terribldo all the kingdoms of the earth; its armies,These werethe papal states, and they wereruled by the
wherevethey came, struck terror among the nations, goape. Today the pope rules over the Vatican and has
threwtheminto a panic, killing, wasting, robbing all timélgience over the entire world.

metwith; and especially it was terrible to Christians, @jheworld kingdom represented by these ten tribes will
theipersecutionsof them, asboth Rome Pagan and Romoatinueto have political power until Jesus comes again.

Papal have beef.”

The great iron teeth may designate Rome's strong
leaders such as Julius Caesar, which brought about agreat
breaking in pieces the nations around it.

Thisbeast wasnot like any known beast but wasterrible
and awful. It could not be described by illustration by
referring to any beast of the wild.

This beast had ten horns, which identifies for the
observerwhichkingdomthisreallyis. TheRomanEmpire
was broken up into ten nations made up of the Germanic
tribes which took over Rome. The names of these tribes
will be given later.

The little horn — the Papacy

Da 7:8 | _considered the
horns, and. behold, there
Y came _up among them
another little horn, before
whom there wer e three of
thefirst horns plucked up
by the roots: and, behold,

likethe eyesof man, and a
mouth _speaking great

83ohn Gill on this verse
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Thislittle horn will rule with them and will have a great
persuasion over these kingdoms. Both the 10-kingdom
powers and the Papacy will be replaced one day with the
literal Kingdom of God on earth when Jesus Comes.

The little horn has eyes like a man, which depicts how
that the pope is only human, not a Vicar of Christ as he
wouldlikefor peopletothink. Heseesonly humanthings,
not godly visions. The eyes represent wisdom, but this
man’ swisdom is only human; it is not divine.

In some places heisknown asthe Seer, or the Watcher.
He watches out over thereligious affairs of the universal
visible church. But heaso looks out for the opportunity
tohavedominionover new landsand peopleswithhiscivil
and religious power.

He speaks great words, identifying himself as God's
representative on earth, the Vicar of Christ, or the
substitute for Christ on earth. He speaks buls or
commandswhicharesaidtobeinfalliblewhenspoken. He
pretendsto forgive sins. He commandskings. He grants
indulgences of sin. He binds the souls of men within his
religion. Thus, the pope fulfillsthe prophecy of thislittle
horn.

The last kingdom — God' s Kingdom

Da7:9 Y| beheld till thethrones were cast down, and
heAnci f id sit, wh rm was] whi

assnow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool:
histhrone [was like] the fiery flame, [and] his wheels
[as] burning fire.




Thrones are seats, and these were “cast down.” This
Aramaicword isREMAW, and it can mean “to place, or
toset.”

Here, at the end of the papal Rome, God will comein
perfect judgment. He will sit on his throne, and he will
judge through his Son, Jesus Christ.

God hereiscalled THE ANCIENT OF DAY S, and his
garment is white and his head like pure wool. This
designates his pure holiness and righteousness.

The fiery flame represents his holy and just judgment.
The whedls of histhrone, which turn every way, are asa
burningfireof judgment. Thisishisperfectand full justice
satisfied.

Da 7:10 A fiery stream issued and came forth from
rehim: th h mini him

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before
him: the judgment was set, and the books were

opened.

Whenthisjudgment comesagainst thekingdom of papal
Rome, thousand thousands minister unto God. Thiscould
designatethe saintsor theangel s (Psalm 103:20), or both;
but the judgment here is that judgment of the lost spoken
of in Revelation 20:12.

Theten thousand times ten thousand who stood before
him are the lost. The judgment of God was set, as we
have already noticed, and the books were opened (Rev.
20:12), and the lost were judged out of those books.

With all of these details we can understand that papal
Romewill rule asaworld power until Jesus comesagain.

Da7:11 | beheld then because of the voice of the great
words which the horn spake: | beheld [even] till the
beast was dain, and his body destroyed, and given to
the burning flame.

Da7:12 Asconcerning therest of the beasts, they had
their dominion taken away: yet their lives were

prolonged for a season and time.

Daniel saw the end of this beast, dso. He has already
described the end of the previous beasts: Babylon, Persia,
Greece, and Pagan Rome. The beast (kingdom) was
destroyed, but the people continued until their deaths.

Now this last beast was finally destroyed, and he was
cad into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 19:20). He is not
destroyed as the previous beasts, as they were taken over
by other beasts. No beast will overtakethislast beast, but
God' s kingdom will be ushered in at thistime.

Da 7:13 | saw in the night visions, and, behald, [one]
liketh nof m me with the cl f heav
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and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought
him near before him.

Da7:14 And therewasgiven him dominion, and glory,

andakingdom, that all people, nations, and languages,
should serve him: his dominion [is] an everlasting

dominion, which shall not passaway, and hiskingdom
[that] which shall not be destroyed.

Here Daniel sees in a vision the Son of Man (Jesus
Christ) coming in the clouds of heaven.

Rev. 1:7 Behold, hecomethwith clouds; andeveryeye
shall see him, and they [also] which pierced him: and
all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him.
Even so, Amen.

Jesus and his Father are together in these verses, and
GodgivesJesus Christ dominionand glory and akingdom
which will last forever.

An Explanation To Daniel

Da7:15 1 Daniel wasgrieved in my spirit in the midst
of [my] body, and the visions of my head troubled me.
Da7:161 came near unto one of them that stood by.
and asked him thetruth of all this. So hetold me, and

made me know the inter pretation of the things.

Da7:17 Thesegreat beasts, which arefour, [are] four
kin which | ari f th rth.

Da 7:18 But the saints of the most High shall takethe
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for
ever and ever.

Daniel asksfor an explanation of what hehasseeninhis
vision, so heis granted an explanation. These versesare
a general explanation. The four beasts represent four
kings(or kingdoms) that will arisein the earth (Babylon,
Persia, Greece, and Rome), but after the fourth one is
destroyed, God will posses a kingdom that |asts forever.

Thisisapreview of history from Daniel’ stimeuntil the
Lord returns and sets up his kingdom on earth.

Daniel AsksFor An Explanation

Of the fourth beast

dreadful whoseteeth [wereoﬂ iron, and h|snalls[oﬂ

brass; [which] devour ed, brakein pieces, and stamped
theresidue with hisfeet;




Of the ten horns and the little horn

Da7:20 And of theten hornsthat [were] in his head,

and [of] the other which came up, and before whom
three fell; even [of] that horn that had eyes, and a

mouththat spakevery great things, whose look [was]
mor e stout than hisfellows.

Da7:21 | beheld, and the same horn made war with
the saints, and prevailed against them;

Da7:22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment
wasdgiven to the saints of the most High; and thetime

The Explanation

Da 7:23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the

fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be diverse

from all kingdom | r the whol rth
n i Wwn, an i

[ tr i r it in pi

TheRoman Empireisthefourth beast, and weknow the
history of thisbeast. Thiskingdomwasdifferent fromthe
othersin being terrible (Dan. 7:7). It shed much blood
upon the heathen as well as upon Christians both in its
pagan and its papal form.

Da7:24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom [ar €]
ten kings[that] shall arise: and another shall riseafter
them: and he shall be diverse from the first, and he

shall subdue three kings.

The ten horns are ten kings that shall arise out of the
reign of the terrible beast (or Roman Empire). At thefall
of Rome, ten Germani c tribes cameinto Rome and gained
control of the Roman Empire. This was only at the
beginning of itsfall so that wecan recogni ze thisprophecy
asthe end of the Roman Empire and the beginning of the
rule of the Germanic Tribes.

Oldand new historiesaike nameten specific Germanic
tribeswhich overtook the Roman Empire. | found these
tennamesin arecent high school text book used by one of
my children.” Thelistisinthisorder: Huns, Ostrogoths,
Visigoths, Vandals, Burgundians, Franks, Jutes, Angles,
Saxons, and Lombards.

Thelittle horn is the Papacy, which began in 440 AD
withLeol. Hecameup fromamongthe Germanic Tribes,
or during their reign. He wasableto overtake someof the

7Smith, Terry L. and Kawsler, Allan O., World
History, A Story of Progress Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
Publishers, 1987, Pages 243-245.
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dominion of the ten kings and formed the Papal Statesin
Italy. The Poperuled primarily fromthereaswell asinall
partsof the earth until the late 1800s when Italy was able
to regain much of its power in Italy. Inthe 1900s under
Mussilini, the Papacy was able to regain some of the
control of theoriginal Papal Statesand now controlswhat
iscaled the Vatican, anationin itself. He controls from
the Vatican, but he has rule over the entire world.?

Da7:25 And he shall speak [great] words against the
most High, and shall wear out the saints of the most
High, and think to change times and laws. and they
shall begiven into hishand until atimeand timesand

Bebylon Pasia Gree Pagan/ Papd Rome
Li Bex Leopad TeribleBesst with TenHoms
12Tine Tine Tine Time

thedividing of time.

The office of the Papacy speaks great things against
God and will persecute the saints of God (or wear them
out).

Hewill changetimes. Example: The time of baptism
before salvation.

He will change laws:
Christianity.

Hewill be given power to do this until the end of the
Times of the Gentiles[3 1/2 times]:

Basic laws or principles of

Three and one-half times:

Romeis counted with the Germanic tribes, because the
Roman influence is till in place today. Rome did not
atogether fall. Thisiscounted asone TIME.

The times of the Greek and Persians are considered,
becauseDaniel Chapter 8 deals with these two kingdoms
together. Thisiscounted astwo TIMES.

Nebuchadnezzar's time when this prophecy was given,
the Babylonian kingdom was already begun. So this
kingdom iscalled only 1/2 atime.

Some believethat by applying these principlesto what
is now past history that it is “spiritualizing;” but when
history actually fulfillsthese prophecies, then we are not
spiritualizing. Thisisredlity, not spiritual application.

Da7:26 But thejudgment shall sit, and they shall take
away his dominion, to consume and to destroy [it]

foverby, Edward, “A Brief Commentary On
Daniel,” Key Press, 1981, Pages 22-23.



unto the end.

Da 7:27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,

shall be given to the people of the saints of the most
High, whosekingdom [is] an everlasting kingdom, and

all dominions shall serve and obey him.

Da7:28 Hitherto [is] the end of the matter. Asfor me
Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my
countenance changed in me: but | kept the matter in

my heart.

Verses26-28tell of thetimewhenall of thesekingdoms
willcometo anend, and Christ'sKingdomwill be ushered
in. Satanwill bejudged (whoistheactual ruler behind all
of these worldly kingdoms), and we shall rule and reign
with Christ forever.

Daniel waschangedin hisfeelingsbecause of thisvision
andtheinterpretation of it. Then he kept the matter in his
heart. We should do the same today.
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Daniel Chapter 8

The Medo-Persian Empire

Da 81 1 Ln the third year of the reign of king
Belshazzar avision appeared unto me, [even unto] me
) f I X I hefi

We are going back now to atimewhen Babylon wasin
full power, but the vision here deals with the fall of
Babylon and the coming of Medo-Persia into power.

Da 8:2_ And | saw in a vision; and it came to pass,
when | saw, that | [was] at Shushan [in] the palace,
which [is] in the province of Elam; and | saw in a
vision, and | was by theriver of Ulai.

Daniel was taken, either transported physically or
perhaps in the spirit, to Shushan in the palace.

Shushan (or Susa) was the capitol of the country of
Babylon. As for the province of Elam, we read in the
Eaton’s Revised Bible Dictionary:

Highland, the son of Shem #Ge 10:22 and the name of the country
inhabited by his descendants #Ge 14:1,9 Isa 11:11 21:2 etc., lying
to the east of Babylonia, and extending to the shore of the
Mediterranean, a distance in a direct line of about 1,000 miles. The
name Elam is an Assyrian word meaning "high." "The inhabitants
of Elam, or ‘the Highlands,’ to the east of Babylon, were called
Elamites.

And on the subject of Ulai Eaton’s saysthis:

The Eulaus of the Greeks; a river of Susiana. It was probably the
eastern branch of the Choasper (Kerkhan), which divided into two
branches some 20 miles above the city of Susa. Hence Daniel #Da
8:2,16 speaks of standing "between the banks of Ulai," i.e.,
between the two streams of the divided river.

Da 8:3 Then | lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and,
behold, there stood beforetheriver aram which had
[two] horns: and the[two] horns[wer €] high; but one

[was] higher than the other, and the higher came up
last.

Daniel saw in hisvisionaramwhichhad two horns, one
was high and the other was higher. The high one was
Media, but the higher one was Persia; and Persiacame up
last.

Thisis the kingdom of the Medes and Persians or the
Medo-Persian Empire (See verse 20).

Da 84 | saw the ram pushing westward, and

northward, and southward; so that no beasts might
n re him, neither [wasth h |
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deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his
will, and became great.

The ram pushed forward northward, southward, and
westward. The east isnot mentioned, because Persiawas
situated in the east; and he was pushing forward away
from the east toward the other directions.

The Grecian Empire

Da8:5 And as | was considering, behold, an he goat
camefrom thewest on theface of thewholeearth, and
touched not the ground: and the goat [had] a notable

horn between his eyes.

Da8:6 And he cameto theram that had [two] horns,
which | h in retheriv r

nto him in the fury of hi WeEr .
Da8:7 And | saw him comecloseunto theram, and he

was moved with choler against him, and smote the
ram,and brakehistwo hor ns: and ther ewasno power
intheram to stand before him. but he cast him down

tothe ground, and stamped upon him: and there was
noneth | iver ther f hishand.

The he goat is a symbol of the coming of the Grecian
empire to replace the Medo-Persian empire. The goat
camefromthewest, the opposite direction fromwhichthe
ram came. His not touching the ground means that he
conquered quickly and without much effort.

Thenotablehornbetweenhiseyesrepresents Alexander
the Great, the first and notable king of Greece. He was
responsible for the Greek language's becoming the
language of the world in histime and for the koine Greek
language's being used for the writing of the New
Testament.

Da8:8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and
when he was strong, the great horn was broken; and

for it cameup four notableonestoward thefour winds
of heaven.

This kingdom became very powerful and great. When
the kingdom was at its strongest, the great horn
(Alexander) was broken. Alexander died at ayoung age
(about 33). When he died, he did not have any children
whowere old enough to take over his place, and he had
prepared no family relatives to take his position.
Therefore, four of hisgeneralsvied for position asleader
of thiskingdom. Thisisrepresented by the four winds of
heavenin verse 8.

Casander, Lysimachus, Seleucus and Ptolemy were the



four generals who took over the power of the kingdom,
butit had not the strength that it had when Alexander was
ruler.

Antiochus IV (Epiphanes)

Da8:9 And out of one of them cameforth alittlehorn,

which waxed exceeding great, toward the south, and
toward the east, and toward the pleasant [land].

Out of one of thesefour divisionsof the Grecian Empire
camea“littlehorn.” Thislittle horn came, as history will
attest, out of the Seleucid dynasty. Notice the following
quotation:

.. the Seleucids gained power over the region in the days of
Antiochus Epiphanes' father, Antiochus 1l (198 BC). Antiochus IV
took the throne by murdering his brother, the former king Seleucus
Philopator. The son of Philopator was the rightful heir to the throne,
but Antiochus IV had him held hostage in Rome. Antiochus

legitimized his rule mainly through flattery and bribery.9

Da 8:10 And it waxed great, [even] to the host of
heaven; and it cast down [some] of the host and of the

starsto the ground, and stamped upon them.

Thislittlehorn (Antiochus) becamevery powerful even
tothe host of heaven. That is, hethought it no disgraceto
deceive, flatter and usethe children of God. The children
of God (host of heaven) which he could not flatter and use
for his own benefit he “cast down,” or killed some of the
“host of the stars.” He meanly treated them and abused
themin al sorts of ways and cared not for the piety of
their religion.

Da8:11 Yea, hemagnified [himself] even totheprince
of the host, and by him the daily [sacrifice] wastaken
away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.

Antiochus lifted himself up so high that he tried to
replace the “prince of the host,” which is Jesus Christ
himself. He is not the only person who has done this,
which we shall see as we continue through this book.

Antiochustook away the daily sacrifice of the Jews. He
did thisby — Notice:

Antiochus's suppression of the Jews came to a head in December
of 168 BC, whenreturning in defeat from Alexandria, he ordered
hisgenerals to seize Jerusalem on a Sabbath. There he erected an
idol of Zeus and desecrated the altar by offering swine on it, and

9http://www.prophecyupdate.com/daniel_chapt
er_8.htm
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sprinkling the brothin the sanctuary. Sacrifice was ceased because
the temple was desecrated. 1 Maccabees 1:29-32 and 1:52-61
describe how Antiochus persecuted the Jews; 1:41-50 describes
his blasphemies.

the truth to the qround and it pract|sed and

prospered.

The host that was given to Antiochus was a group of
unbelievingJewswho had agreed to join Antiochusin his
ventures. They werefooled by theflattering of Antiochus,
and they followed him; thus, this is by reason of
transgression: they turned from their scriptural dutiesand
followed Antiochus.

The host cast down the truth to the ground and
practiced their wickedness and prospered for Antiochus.
These priests vied for positions, and they paid bribes to
Antiochusto gain their positions.

Da8:13 Then | heard one saint speaking, and another
saint said unto that certain [saint] which spake, How

lon | he vision ncernin h il

rifi nd thetr ression of lation ivi
both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under
foot?

Here we have two saints talking with each other
concerning the length of time that this vision about the
daily sacrificewould be; that is, from the beginning to the
end of the events which led up to the desolation of the
temple of God and the eventual cleansing of the temple.

Da8:14 And he said unto me, Unto two thousand and

three hundred days: then shall the sanctuary be
cleansed.

The answer resounds that it will be 2300 days until the
sanctuary (temple) will be cleansed. These days are
“evenings and mornings,” so | do not believe this can be
daysof years. The date of the cleansing of the templeis
established by many historians to be December 25, 165
BC. Counting back 2300 days from that date, we come
back to 171 BC when Antiochus first began to persecute
the Jewish people. So, thisvision lasted 2300 days and
wasfulfilled over 300 years after its prediction by Daniel
the prophet. See the chart at the end of this book.

The Meaning of the Vision

O pid



Da8:15  Andit cameto pass, when |, [even] | Dani€l,
had seen thevision, and sought for the meaning, then,

behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a
man.

Daniel asksfor an explanation of the vision he has just
had, and one appeared to him like aman. | do not know
whothismanisor what herepresents. It may very well be
the Lord Jesus himself speaking, but | would not hold to
that. Thisisnot theimportant item in this section, so we
will leave that for each person to surmise.

Da8:16 And | heard aman’svoice between [the banks
of] Ulai, which called, and said, Gabriel, make this

[man] to understand the vision.

Then Gabrial, an angel, was called to come and cause
Daniel to understand the vision.

Da8:17 So he came near where | stood: and when he
came, | was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he said
untome, Understand, O son of man: for at thetimeof
h | hevision.

AsDaniel fell fearful on hisface, Gabrial explained to
himthat the vision hasto do withthe timeof theend. The
time of the end refers to the end of the Persian Empire.
See verse 23, “the latter end of their kingdom.”

Da8:18 Now as he was speaking with me, | wasin a
deep sleep on my face toward the ground: but he

We have aready discussed the ram and the he goat.
They represent the Persian and the Greek empires. The
great horn represents Alexander the Great. The horn's
being broken represents the breakup of the Grecian
kingdom into four kingdoms as mentioned before.

Da8:23 And in thelatter timeof their kingdom, when
thetransgressors are cometo thefull, aking of fierce
countenance, and under standing dark sentences, shall
stand up.

Inthelatter time of the kingdom of Alexander’ sbroken
kingdom when the Jewish transgressors, who have gone
the way of the Greeks, is full; a king (Antiochus
Epiphanes) with afierce countenance and understanding
dark sentences (flattery and deceits), shall stand up.

Da8:24 And hispower shall be mighty, but not by his
own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and
shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the
mighty and the holy people.

Antiochuswas to be mighty and strong, but not by his
own power. He, first, had the power of the Grecian
kingdom behind him, of which hewasapart. But healso
had the power of Satan behind him to help him lie and
deceive and flatter.

By this power he practiced and destroyed the holy
people of God-the Jews.

Da 8:25 And through his policy also he shall cause
craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify

touched me, and set me upright.
Da8:19 And he said, Behold, | will make thee know
what shall bein thelast end of theindignation: for at

[himself] in _his heart, and by peace shall destroy

many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of
princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

the time appointed the end [shall be].

AsDaniel wasin adeep sleep, the Lord set himupright.
Whether that means he was in a sitting position or a
standing position | do not know.

Gabriel will tell Daniel what will be (asper thevision) at
thelast of thisindignation of Antiochus, because God has
appointed atimefor it to end.

Da 8:20 The ram which thou sawest having [two]
horns[are] thekings of Media and Persia.

Da 8:21 And the rough goat [is] the king of Grecia:
and the great horn that [is] between his eyes [ig] the

Through his policy he will cause craft (deceit) to
prosperinhishand. Hewill lift himself upinhisownheart
and declare peace to everyone that he might destroy (or
corrupt) many.

Heisarrogant enough to stand up against the Prince of
princes(Jesus Christ); but hewill be broken without hand.
No hand will come against him to destroy him. He
actually died of aterrible disease to fulfill this prophecy.

Da8:26 And thevision of the evening and the morning

vision; for it [shall be] for many days.

first King.
Da8:22Now that being broken, wher easfour stood up
tor it four kingdomsshall dand up oul of thevalion.

30

Thevision of the evening and themorningistrue. This
isthe vision mentioned in verse 14 concerning the 2300
days. Thiswordfor “days’ isSEREB and means* mornings



and evenings.”

Daniel isto “shut up” thevision; that is, heisto closeit
up or to make it a secret, as the word also can be
rendered. It is not to be understood at this time in its
completeness, because it will be many days before its
fulfillment—some 350 years or so.

Da8:27 And | Daniel fainted, and was sick [certain]

days; afterward | roseup, and did theking’'sbusiness;
| S I -~

understood [it].

Daniel wasfaint because of thevisions. Then heroseup
and went to work for the king. He was astonished at the
vision, but he did not understand it fully. Othersthat he
may havetold the visionsto did not understand it, either.
It is hard enough to understand even today after the
fulfillment; how much moredifficult mustit havebeenfor
Daniel in hisday, who did not have any ideaabout Persia,
Greece or Rome?
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Daniel Chapter 9

Da 9:1 { In_the first year of Darius the son of
Ahasuer us, of the seed of the M edes, which was made

king over the realm of the Chaldeans;
Da9:2Inthefirst year of hisreign | Daniel under stood
by booksthenumber of theyear s, wher eof theword of

would accomplish seventy yearsin the desolations of
Jerusalem.

Da9:3 And | set my face unto the L ord God, to seek
by prayer and supplications, with fasting, and
sackcloth, and ashes:

Inthefirst year of Darius, king over Chaldeans, Daniel
understood that God had prophesied through Jeremiah the
prophet that there would be 70 years during which
Jerusalem would be desol ate.

Aswe know, the Jews were taken captive to Babylon,
and 70 years later they were allowed to go back to
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.

The Jews understood this to be a period of 70
consecutive years, which Daniel refers to here in these
verses, because he will shortly speak of 70 additional
years, which, | believe, are also consecutive.

Daniel may have sought the Lord by prayer and
supplication due to the fact that God had revealed the
truth of the 70 yearsto him.

Daniel’s Confessions

Da9:4 1 And | prayed unto the LORD my God, and

m m nfession, an i Lord, thegr
dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to
them that love him, and to them that keep his
commandments;

Da9:5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity,

and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by
ingfromthy pr nd fromthyj m

Da 9:6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants
the prophets, which spakein thy name to our kings,
our_princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of
theland.

In honor to God's revealing these prophecies to him,
Daniel confessed to God in these verses. First, he begins
by expressing how great and dreadful Godisin keeping so
faithfully his covenant and mercy to those who love God
and keep his commandments.

Then Daniel confesses the sins of the nation of Israel
and their rebellion in turning from God’ s word.

Israel has not hearkened to the words of God as he
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spoketo them through the prophets. Thisvery significant
prophecy was not given to Daniel until he was finished
confessing Israel’ssins.

Da9:7 O Lord, righteousnessbelongeth untothee, but
untousconfusion of faces, asat thisday; to the men of
Judah, and to theinhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto
all Isradl, that arenear, and that are far off. through
al

Da9:8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to

our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because
we have sinned against thee.

Da 9:9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and

forgivenesses, though we have rebelled against him:;
Neither havew hevoi f thel ORD

walk in hislaws, which h r
servantsthe prophets.
Da9:11 Yea, all I srael havetransgressed thy law, even
by departing, that they might not obey thy voice;
thereforethe curseis poured upon us, and the oath
that iswritten in thelaw of M osesthe servant of God,
because we have sinned against him.

Da9:12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he

in n in rj hat j

us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the
whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done
upon Jerusalem.

Da9:13 Asit iswritten in the law of Moses, all this
evil is come upon us. yet made we not our prayer
before the L ORD our God, that we might turn from

hi

our iniquities, and understand thy truth.

Da9:14 Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the
evil,and brought it upon us: for the LORD our God is
righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we
obeyed not hisvoice.

AsDaniel continuesto confessthesinsof Israel inthese
verses, healso admitsthat God hasallowed theenemiesof
Israel to prosper and to overcome Isragl.

Eventhough God hasallowed I sragl to be taken captive
by Babylon, hestill saysinverse 14, “Our Godisrighteous
in al hisworks... for we obeyed not hisvoice.”

Da9:15 And now, O L ord our God, that hast brought

thy peopleforth out of theland of Egypt with a mighty

hand, and hast gotten theerenown, as at thisday; we

have sinned. we have done wickedly.

Da9:16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, |

beseech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned
[ hy G I hy hol -




because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our
fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become a

reproach to all that are about us.
Da9:17 Nowtherefore, O our God, hear theprayer of

thy servant, and hissupplications, and cause thy face
to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the
Lord'ssake.

Da9:18 O my God. inclinethine ear, and hear; open

Gabridl tells Danidl to understand the vision, because
God has granted that to Daniel

The Seventy Weeks
Da9:24Seventy weeksar edeter mined upon thy people

and upon thy holy city, tofinish thetransgr ession, and
tomakean end of sins, and to maker econciliation for

thine eyes. and behold our desolations, and the city
whichiscalled by thy name: for we do not present our
supplicationsbeforeth Ir rig ) bu

for thy great mercies.

Da9:19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord,
hearken and do; defer not, for thine own sake, O my
God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy
name.

Daniel resorts to God's righteousness again in these
versesexpressing that God, first, wasrighteousin sending
Israel into captivity; but by that same righteousness, God
can also turn away his anger from the city of Jerusalem.

Because of hisconfession, Daniel asksthe Lord to hear
hisprayer andto blessthe sanctuary (temple) that hasbeen
madedesolate, not for the glory of Israel but for the glory
of God and for his sake.

Daniel asks the Lord to forgive for his own sake,
because Isradl is called by God's name. This was not a
selfish prayer but a prayer that God may be glorified and
honoredin renewing histemple and the worship of God's
people.

Da 9:20 1 And whiles | was speaking. and praying.
and confessing my sin and the sin of my peoplelsradl,
and presenting my supplication beforethe L ORD my

God for the holy mountain of my God;
Da9:21 Yea, whiles| wasspeakingin prayer, even the

man Gabriel, whom | had seen in the vision at the
beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me
about the time of the evening oblation.

Da9:22 And heinformed me, and talked with me, and
said, O Daniel, I am now comeforth to give thee skill
and under standing.

Da9:23 At the beginning of thy supplications the
commandment came forth, and | am come to shew

thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore
under stand the matter, and consider the vision.

Gabriel issent againto Daniel after his confession, and
he touches him at the time of the evening offering.

Gabriel was sent to Daniel to give him skill and
understanding, just as he did earlier in this book, to
understand prophecies and visions.
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iniquity,andtobringin everlasting righteousness, and
I hevis I I I int
most Haly.

Using the 70 years of Isragl’s captivity as a reference
point, Gabriel tells Daniel that 70 weeks are determined
(marked out or settled) upon Dani€l’ s people, Israel, and
upon the holy city (Jerusalem).

These70 weekswill be consecutivejust asthe 70 years
were consecutive. There is no way that Daniel can
understand these weeks to be anything but consecutive.

Inorder to make a bresk in these 70 weeks, we would
have to distort the image of chapter 2 of Daniel. Instead
of a consistent image with ahead, chest, thighs, legs, and
feet, we would have to break the image somewhere and
stretch him out, distorting hisimage into something that
God did not intend, or it would have been included in that
vision. | have seen such adrawing, stretching the legs of
theimageto makeamonstrousimagein order to makethe
gap of thousands of years.

These weeks are determined upon the Jews and upon
Jerusalem, so these things will befulfilled in and around
Jerusalem.

Six things are mentioned in this verse that must be
completed in this period of 70 weeks (weeks of years).

(1) To finish the transgression. The word for
“transgression” isPESHA and means* the punishment for
transgression” according to Strong’s Lexicon. The only
way to finish the payment of the transgression is for the
Messiahto come and pay the whole of the price that was
duefor thetransgressionsof hispeople. Thiswasfulfilled
when Jesus died on the cross.

(2) To make an end of sins. To make an end meansto
finish, complete, or perfect. Jesussaid onthecross, “Itis
finished,” signifying that the price for sinswas paid and
that sinswould be carried in hisdeath never to be brought
again against God's people.

(3) To make reconciliation for iniquity. The word for
reconciliationisK APHAR, meaning atonement. Jesusdid
thison thecross, also. He atoned our sinsand madeus* at
one” with God, reconciling us unto God in his
righteousness.

(4) To bring in everlasting righteousness. Thereisno
righteousnessin man, so no truerighteousnesscould reign



until Jesus died on the cross and brought perfect
righteousness to every believer in Jesus Christ. This
righteousness in everlasting.

(5) To seal up the vision and prophecy. The word for
“sedl up” is CHATHAM and means to stop. Jesus will
literally bring this prophecy to a stop when he dies on the
cross. There will be no more time needed for this
prophecy to be fulfilled. It wasfulfilled when Jesus died
on the cross, was buried and resurrected from the dead.
Thus, the prophecy and vision wasstopped, or fulfilled, or
seadled up.

(6) To anoint the most Holy. Jesus is the most Holy
One, and he was anointed as King of kings and Lord of
lordswhen he was set at theright hand of the Father after
his resurrection.

All of these things in our day have been fulfilled, and
these are the six things that needed to be fulfilled within
this 70-week period (490 years, according to the day-year
interpretation, oneyear for oneday, of theseweeks, which
| believeis correct.

Da 9:25 Know therefore and under stand, [that] from
thegoing forth of the commandment to restore and to
build Jer usalem unto the M essiah the Prince[shall be]
seven weeks, and threescor e and two weeks: the street

shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous

times,

Now Gabriel deals with the time of the 70 weeks that
have been settled for these eventsto take place.

Thisfirst stretch of timeisfromthetimethat Cyrus, the
Persian king, made acommandment for the Jewsto return
to Jerusalem and rebuild it (Ezra 1:1-4) to the time of
Messiah the Prince, Jesus Christ.

This period stretches for seven weeks (49 years) and
threescore and two weeks (434 years), whichisatotal of
483 years.

The first stretch of years (49 years) is the time that
elapsed from Cyrus' commandment to rebuild Jerusalem
to the time when the city was built. Thisisthe period of
timeit took the Jewsto complete thework that Cyrushad
commandedthemto do. Thetemplewascompletedin49
years. These will be troubloustimes, asweread that they
were (Ezra and Nehemiah).

Thesecond stretch of years (434 years) isfrom theend
of the 49 yearsto the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ.
Makingthese stretch of yearsagree with secular history is
impossi ble, becauseschol arsdisagreeon periods of certain
kingdomsand empires; but weknow that the Bibleistrue,
so we take God' s word for it.

Most Bible students believe that thetime hererelatesto
Jesus' being announced asthe Son of God at his baptism.
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This is the time that he entered his ministry and was
recognized as the Messiah.

Da 9:26 And after threescore and two weeks shall
M essiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people
of the princethat shall comeshall destroy thecity and
the sanctuary: and the end thereof [shall be] with a
flood. and unto the end of the war desolations are
deter mined.

Not at the exact end of the 62 weeks, but AFTER the
62 weeks, Messiah will be cut off. ThisisJesus death,
not for himself, but for his people.

Then sometime after Jesus is crucified (cut off), the
people (armies) of the prince that shall come (Titus) will
destroythecity and thesanctuary (temple). Thereismuch
history written about the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus
the Roman and hisarmies. One can read at length of the
atrocities in that horrible fray. Jesus refers to it in
Matthew 24:15 as the “abomination of desolation.” In
Luke 21:20 we see that the abomination is the armies
surrounding Jerusalem, and the desolation is the
destruction and emptying of God' s sanctuary, the temple
at Jerusalem.

The destruction of Jerusalem and the temple would be
like a flood, with armies coming in great numbers to
plunder and to kill God's people, and to destroy the
temple of God.

These armies of Titus would continue to desolate
Jerusalemstep by step until the end of thewar, or until the
whole of the land was desolate and destroyed.

Da9:27 And heshall confirm the covenant with many
for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for
the over spreading of abominations he shall makeit]
desolate, even until the consummation, and that

determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

Now we have dealt with 483 of the 490 years of the 70
weeksin thisvision. We have seven yearsto go. Jesus,
his Father, and the Holy Spirit made a covenant with his
spiritual people.

Heb 8:6 1 But now hath he obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better
covenant, which was established upon better promises.

When Jesus was recoghized asthe Son of God after his
baptism, at that time he “confirmed” that covenant. He
didthisby agreeing to enter into hispublic ministry and to
submit himself to his Father’s will to be the mediator of
this covenant. This covenant is for one week (seven



years). The only significant detail of that week isin the
midst of the week, so he does not deal with the end of the
week, just the midst of it. Inthemidst of that week (after
3%4years), Jesus died on the cross-three and a half years.

Notice that this is not a making of a covenant but a
confirming of a covenant.

When Jesus died on the cross, he caused the Old
Testamentsacrificeand oblationto cease. Therewouldbe
no more reason or need to have them, for they were only
pictures of his coming and his execution of the office of
Messiah. The Jewscontinuedto offer these sacrificesuntil
70 AD, but they weretaken away intheir necessity before
70 AD. Paul spends time in the book of Hebrews to
encourage the Hebrews to stop giving these sacrifices,
because Jesus' sacrificeis sufficient.

Andbecause of the overspreading of theabomination of
theJewish people God will, after Jesus’ crucifixion, burial
and resurrection, make Jerusalem desolate through the
abominableacts of Titus and the Roman army. Thiswill
last until the consummation-the end. To me this means
until the second coming of Jesus Christ. The city of
Jerusalem will not be aholy place with its temple and its
pious symbolisms of the coming Messiah again. Even if
the Jewswereto build atemplethere, it would never have
the glory it once had, because it could not picture the
comingof the Messiah, for he hasaready come. It would
be just a building and nothing else.

That whichisdetermined (which only God knows) will
happen to these people of God throughout the years of
thisdesolation. Asweall know, the Jews have been cast
down and hated for these many years; and | believe they
will be until Jesus returns.
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Daniel Chapter 10

Da10:1_1n the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a
thingwasr evealed unto Daniel, whose namewascalled

Belteshazzar; and the thing [was] true, but the time
appointed [was] long: and he understood the thing,

Dal0:2 Inthosedays| Daniel wasmourningthreefull
weeks.

Da10:3_1 ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh
nor wine in my mouth, neither did | anoint myself at
all. till three whole weeks wer e fulfilled.

In chapters 10-12 weare going to consider the vision of
Daniel pertaining to several kings. Inthe 10:1-3 weread
of Daniél’s response to this vision. He ate no pleasant
bread (food), nor did he clean himself up for three weeks.
Thisvision must have been very important, and it must
have been very traumatic to Daniel. It is wonderful that
God has kept this vision for us in order for us to
understand more about theeventsof history and prophecy.

4 And in the four and twentieth day of the first
month, as| was by the side of thegreat river, which is
Hiddekel:

Somebelieve thisis thefirst month of the third year of
Cyrus, and others believe this is the first month of the
Jewish calendar, which would be Ab or Nisan'

The great river Hiddekel is the same as Tigris. In
Hebrew the beginning of thisword (HID) meanspolished
or sharp. The second part of theword (KEL) meansswift.

5 Then | lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold

acertain man clothed in linen, whoseloinswer egirded
with fin Id of Uph

This“certainman” isJesusChrist, whichisillustratedin
other passages of scripture, which we shall alludetoina
moment.

6 Hisbody also waslikethe beryl, and hisface asthe
appear anceof lightning, and hiseyesaslampsof fire,
and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished
brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a
multitude.

Noticenow Daniel 8:15-18; Dan. 12:5-7; Rev. 1:12-18.
These are appearances of Jesus Himself similar to the

Hsee John Gill on this Dan. 10:4.
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appearance of thisvision to Danigl.

7 And | Daniel alone saw thevision: for the men that

wer e with mesaw not thevision; but a great quaking
fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves.

Proving that Daniel wasgiventhisrevelationand noone
else it isrecorded here that the men that were with him
did not see the vision. They heard as many hear today
whenthey read the Bible. God caused an earthquake so
they would flee and hide so that the vision would be
between God and Daniel.

8 Thereforel wasleft alone, and saw thisgreat vision,
and there remained no strength in me: for my

comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and |

retained no strength.

Daniel wasleft alonewith God after being mournful for
three weeks. No one was his partner in receiving this
vision.

Being aone with God is an awesome experience.
Daniel was so moved by this comradery that he lost his
strength. His comeliness, or glory and honor, was turned
into corruption, and he became very weak.

This is the way each of us should approach our
relationship with God. When we are in His presence, we
areweak in ourselves. Notice the following scriptures:

Isa6:1 Inthe year that king Uzziah died | saw
also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up, and histrain filled the temple.

Isa6:5 Then said I, Woe [is] me! for | am
undone; because | [am] a man of unclean lips,
and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
lips. for mine eyes have seen the King, the
LORD of hosts.

9 Yet heard | the voice of his words. and when |
heardthevoiceof hiswords, then was| in adeep sleep
on my face, and my face toward the ground.

Even though Daniel was completely stripped of his
strength, yet he heard the voice of God’ swords. Then he
fell into a deep sleep, this because of his weakness or
because of his adoration for the Lord or because of the
sweetness of the Lord’ s words.*2

1256 John Gill on Danidl 10:9.



Dal10:10 And, behold, an hand touched me, which set
meupon my kneesand [upon] the palmsof my hands.

Many suggest that thishand' s touch wasfrom acreated
angel, which helped the Lord in this vision. The angel
touched Daniel and set him upon hisknees and the palms
of his hands. This is a little strength but not enough
strength to stand upright.

sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, |

power of the Persians, so he can now cometo Daniel and
make him to understand the vision, which has to do with
what will befall Daniel’ s people in the latter days, but not
for many daysto come.

Theselatter days are the days beginning with thereturn
of Jewsback into their land to rebuild their templeto the
second comingof JesusChrist. Thisissometimesreferred
to as the second period of Isragl’s history.

Reference to the “former days’ is made to the time
before the captivity of Israel into Babylon.

Da10:15 And when he had spoken such words unto
me, | set my face toward the ground, and | became

stood trembling.

Inthissecond gift of strength, the angel brought Daniel
to an upright position, but he remained weak and
tremblingat God’' s words. We should never become too
self-centered that we do not tremble at God' s words.

Da10:12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Danidl: for
from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to
n n h hyself reth h

words were heard, and | am comefor thy words.

As Daniel trembled at the words of the Lord, he was
reminded that thisisan answer to hisprayer to understand.
The angel admitted that he was coming because of the
words of Daniel.

Da 10:13 But_the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstood me one and twenty days. but, lo, Michael,
one of the chief princes, came to help me; and |

remained there with the kings of Persia.

Daniel had been mourning for three weeks (21 days),
and during that timethe angel waswithstood by the prince
of thekingdom of Persian, whichwasprobably ademonic
angel, either Satan himself or a principal angel of Satan.

Thisangel was hindered so much that he called for the
help of Michael, who is Jesus Christ Himself, the only
uncreated angel. For support of the fact that Jesus is
indeed an angel, read the following verse:

Ac 27:23 For there stood by me this night the
angel of God, whose | am, and whom | serve,

Da 10:14 Now | am come to make thee understand
what shall befall thy peopleinthelatter days: for yet
thevision [is] for [many] days.

The angel has been successful against the demonic
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dumb.

Daniel was so struck by thewordsthat had been spoken
to him that he put hisface down toward the earth and did
not speak, yea, could not speak.

Da 10:16 And, behald, [one€] like the similitude of the
sonsof men touched my lips: then | opened my mouth,
and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O

mylord, by thevision my sorrowsar etur ned upon me,
and | have retained no strength.

Anangelhere touched Daniel’ slipsand gavehimability
tospeak, and Daniel opened hismouthand spoke. Hefirst
confessed that because of the vision he has many sorrows
(pain) within himself, either in hisjoints or hisinner parts
so much that he has no strength.

Da10:17 For_how can the servant of thismy lord talk
with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there

remainednostrength in me, neither istherebreath left
in me.

Daniel calls this angel “lord” because of his respect
regarding his dominion or power over Daniel. Daniel
could not properly speak to thisangel, because he was so
much greater than Daniel, and Daniel had no strength
within himself to speak to such a grand creature. There
was no breath left in him to speak.

Da10:18 Then there cameagain and touched me[one
liketheappear ance of aman, and hestrengthened me,

This, perhaps a different angel, comes and touches
Daniel to strengthen him. He was like the appearance of
aman. This angel looked like a man somewhat like the
angels which came to visit Abraham.

Da10:19 And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not:
eace [be] unto thee, be strong, vea, be strong. And



when hehad spoken unto me, | was strengthened, and

sid, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened
me.

Theangel expressesthat Daniel isgreatly beloved of the
Lord God. This could be very unfamiliar to the angedl,
because angel scannot beloved by God inthe sameway as
the children of God can. He was, no doubt, appall ed by
thisdivine love.

Whenthe angel spoke to him, he was strengthened, but
he did not begin to speak as Job did in hisillness. He
turned the conversationtotheangel and said, “Let my lord
speak.” Heisthe one who had strengthened him.

Da 10:20 Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore |
meuntothee? and now will | return tofight with th
prince of Persia: and when | am gone forth, lo, the

prince of Grecia shall come.

The angel came to give strength to Daniel after his 21
days of mourning. He asks Daniel if he knew and
understood the reason that he as an angel had come.

Perhaps Daniel did, for he had been told in Daniel 10:12.

Perhaps he did not understand it fully, so it will be
explained in the following verses.

Thisangel, after coming and strengthening Daniel, will
returnto the prince of Persia (the wicked angel) and work
thewill of Godin Persiauntil suchtimeasthenext Satanic
angel will come in the kingdom of Greece. There are
fallenangelsin every kingdom of the world whichwe do
not see, but they are there nonethel ess.

Da10:21 But | will shew thee that which is noted in
thescriptureof truth: and [thereis] nonethat holdeth
with mein these things, but Michael your prince.

The angel will now revea to Daniel the thingsthat are
noted in the scripture of truth. There are many things
mentionedinthewrittenword of God regarding thethings
that areinthisvision. See Deuteronomy 28:1-14.
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Daniel Chapter 11

Alexander The Great, 1-4

Da 11:1 Also | in thefirst year of Darius the Mede,
[even] |, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.

This verse finishes the discussion in Chapter 10
regardingthe Persian kingdom. Theverse affirmsthat the
angel helped Darius theMede to confirm and strengthen
him.

But the time of the Persian kingdom is complete, and it
is time for the Grecian kingdom to come according to
God'’ s purpose and plan.

Da11:2 And now will | shew thee the truth. Behold,
thereshall stand up vet threekingsin Persia; and the
fourth shall be far richer than [they] all: and by his

strength through hisriches he shall stir up all against
therealm of Grecia.

The vision was given in the days of Cyrus (Dan. 10:1),
and three kings would stand up or rule in Persia after
Cyrus; then afourth would come to power who was very
rich, and he will turn against Greece using hisriches.

These are the kings which had a relationship with the
Jews and influenced this prophecy. They are not the
complete list of kings, because some had no connection
with this prophecy and Isradl.

The list of these is as follows: Cyrus, Cambyses,
Pseudo-Smerdis, Darius Hystaspes, Xerxes. Xerxeswas
the rich one, who gathered a great army against the
Greeks, so much so that he was called “the huckster” or
“the hoarder.” The Greeks were able to withstand this
Persian invasion.

Da11:3 And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall
rulewith great dominion, and do according to hiswill.

This"mighty king” is Alexander the Great. Hedid rule
withgreat power (dominion) and did pretty much what he
wanted to do. His desire wasto conquer the world, and
he accomplished much toward that goal.

Dal1:4 And when heshall stand up, hiskingdom shall
bebroken, and shall bedivided toward thefour winds
of heaven:; and not to his posterity, nor according to
hisdominion which heruled: for hiskingdom shall be
plucked up, even for othersbesidethose.

Whileheis*"standing up,” or while heisyet young and
in his strength as a king, he will be broken or die.
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Alexander died at the age of 33 years. He had no
offspring that were old enough to take over hisposition as
king, so his kingdom fell to four of his army generals.
These generals represent the four winds. These did not
rulein his power, but they scattered the power of Greece
and diminished it.

Ptolemy Philadephus 5-9

Dall:5 Andthekingof the south shall bestrong, and

and have dominion; his dominion [shall be] a great
dominion.

The north and south divisions of the Grecian kingdom
wererivals. The northern part wasin Syriaand iscalled
thekingdom of the north. The southern part wasin Egypt
and is called the kingdom of the south.

Israel was the buffer zone between the north and the
south, and this is the reason these two divisions are
important to Israel’s history and the reason they are
mentioned in these verses.

Theking of the south, Ptolemy L agus, wasstrong in the
south; but one of his princes, Selucus Nicator, became
king of the north, and he became stronger than the king of
the south.

Da 11:6 And in the end of years they shall join

south shall come to the king of the north to make an
agreement: but she shall not retain the power of the
arm; neither shall hestand, nor_hisarm: but she shall

be given up, and they that brought her, and he that
begat her, and he that strengthened her in [these]

times.

At the end of the years that progressed between the
breaking up of the Grecian kingdom and the prophecy
before us, the events of verse 16 take place.

AtthistimePtolemy Philadel phuswasking of thesouth,
and Antiochus Theos was king of the north.

An agreement was made, as Ptolemy Philadelphus
offered his daughter, Bernice, to the king of the north,
Antiochus Theos. Great grandeur was displayed as they
brought the marriage to consummation.

But this marriage did not work: it “shall not retain the
power of thearm.” Bernicewould not retain the power of
the kingdom. Antiochus broke the agreement and took
back his former wife, Laodice. Laodice then poisoned
Antiochus and had Bernice and her son put to death.

Much more could be said of thishistory, but | refer you
tothe many secular and religious historieswhich givethis



storyin much more detail, fitting this prophecy perfectly.

Da1l:7 But out of a branch of her roots shall [one

stand up in hisestate, which shall comewith an army,
and shall enter into the fortress of the king of the

Egypt and gained more territory for himself.

Da 11:11 And the king of the south shall be moved

with choler, and shall comeforth and fight with him,
[even] with thekingof thenorth: and heshall set forth

north, and shall deal against them, and shall prevail:

agr eat multitude; but themultitudeshall begiven into

Out of the branch of the roots of Bernice wasto come
aruler in Egypt, Ptolemy Euergetes, her brother, who
became ruler in Egypt after Ptolemy Philadel phus.

Hewill comewithanarmyto Syriainretaliation for the
murder of Bernice and her son and deal with the king of
the north and prevail or win over him.

Dall1:8 And shall also carry captivesinto Egypt their
with their prin with their preci

\Yi f silv f gold; h | contin

[mor €] yearsthan the king of the north.

In the defeat of the north, Ptolemy Euergetes carried
captives back to Egypt with many precious items. He
lived longer than the king of the north and prospered.

Da11:9 So the king of the south shall comeinto [his]
kingdom, and shall return into his own land.

Thus goes the history of the king of the south as he
conquered the king of the north and returned to his own
land to prosper longer than the king of the north.

Da 11:10 But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall
assemblea multitude of great forces. and [one] shall
certainly come, and over flow, and passthrough: then

shall he return, and be stirred up. [even] to his

fortress.

Thedifficult language concerning the antecedent of the
pronoun “he” will be left to those who want to study the
Hebrew alittle closer. For now we will be satisfied with
the fact that all commentators believe these sons are the
sonsof the king of the north. | don’t think | have noticed
one commentary that has them listed as the sons of the
king of the south.

The two sons of Seleucus Callinicus were Seleucus
Ceraunus and Antiochus (the Great). These two sons
gathered a great army against the south in revenge on
what Ptolemy had done regarding Bernice. But only one
of the sons was able to carry it through. Ceraunus died
before the conflict was begun.

After conquering the south (Egypt), atruce wasagreed,
and there was relative quiet for awhile.

After a while, Antiochus the Great would return to
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his hand.

AsAntiochuswas campaigning against Egypt, helost a
battle at Raphis on the border of Egypt through the anger
of the king of the south. Ptolemy took a great multitude
of people from the north

Da 11:12 [And] when he hath taken away the

multitude, hisheart shall belifted up; and heshall cast

down [many] ten thousands. but he shall not be
r h it].

Now that he has a great victory, Ptolemy Philopater’s
heart was lifted up, and he used many thousands of
soldiers to fight battles for him, but he will not be
strengthened by it.

Da11:13 For _the king of the north shall return, and
shall set forth amultitudegreater thantheformer, and
shall certainly come after certain years with a great
army and with much riches.

Antiochuswill try again to defeat Egypt with a larger
army than before. This was fourteen years later than the
previous engagement.

Dall:14 Andin thosetimesthereshall many stand up
against the king of the south: also the robbers of thy
people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision;
but they shall fall.

Many Jews (robbers of thy people) will stand up with
Antiochus to defeat the south in order to establish the
vision that is written here, but they shall fail.

Dal1:15 Sotheking of the north shall come, and cast

arms of the south shall not withstand, neither his
chosen people, neither [shall therebeany] strength to
withstand.

Da 11:16 But he that cometh against him shall do
accordingto hisown will, and none shall stand before
WMMM hand shall |

Whentheking of the north comesagainst Egypt, hewill



standin the land of Israel (the glorious land), and Israel
will be consumed by him.

Da 11:17 He shall also set his face to enter with the
strength of hiswhole kingdom, and upright oneswith
him; thus shall he do: and he shall give him the
daughter of women, corrupting her: but she shall not

Nowthevision beginsto have more connection withthe
people of Israel in regard to those who would destroy the
pleasant land. Thisman,AntiochusEpiphanes, had agreat
influence on the people of Isradl.

Dall:21 And in hisestateshall stand up avileperson,
to whom they shall not give the honour of the

stand [on hisside]. neither befor him.

Inan attempt to gain power in Egypt, Antiochus gives
his daughter, Cleopatra, in marriage to Ptolemy
Epiphanes; but Cleopatra did not stand on the side of her
father. Shesided with her husband. Antiochuswasnever
able to conquer Egypt.

Da11:18 After thisshall heturn hisfaceuntotheisles,

n | m rince for hisown f
shall cause the reproach offered by him to cease;
without his own reproach he shall cause [it] to turn

kingdom: but he shall come in peaceably, and aobtain
the kingdom by flatteries.

Epiphanes here is called “a vile person,” and that he
was, as we shall see. Neither his father nor any of his
family would give him honor of the kingdom.

Aswe read the histories of this period, we find that
AntiochusEpiphanes gained the throne by flatterieswith
the help of the kings of Pergamus and Syria.

Da11:22 And with the arms of a flood shall they be
overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea,

upon him.

Now Antiochus turns to the Romans and tries to
conquer the Aegean Sea idands, but then a prince of
Rome (perhaps Scipio Asi asticus)defeated Antiochus,and
many army generals and admirals defeated the various
attempts of Antiochus to gain power on the seas. This
prince did thisfor his own power and was successful.

Dal11:19 Then heshall turn hisfacetoward thefort of
hisown land: but he shall ssumbleand fall, and not be

also the prince of the covenant.

Withthe help of other countries, Epiphaneswasableto
overflow countries before him and to break down
kingdoms, including the prince of the covenant, which
many believeto be Ptolemy Philometor, who wasto be on
the throne according to the covenant made when
Cleopatrawas given in marriage to the king of the south.

Da 11:23 And after the league [made] with him he
shall work deceitfully: for he shall comeup, and shall

found.

Evenin hisown land Antiochus stumbled and fell. He
died there after many of his own people rebelled against
his efforts.

Da11:20 Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of
taxes [in] the glory of the kingdom: but within few

become strong with a small people.

A league was made with Epiphanes nephew,
Philometor, and he befriended hisnephew. By thishewas
able to gain sway in Egypt with a small people or army.

Da 11:24 He shall enter peaceably even upon the
fattest places of the province; and he shall do [that]

days he shall be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in
battle

Thisraiser of taxeswho stood in the estate of Antiochus
the Great was Seleucus Philopator, his son. He raised
taxesto satisfy hisavarice and to help pay for the burden
of tribute to the Romans, which hisfather had laid himself
under.

In a few days (12 years approximately) this man was
destroyed, killed by poisoning by the man desiring the
throne. The brother of Seleucuswas later brought to the
throne, and his name was Antiochus Epiphanes.

Antiochus Epiphanes 21-35
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which his fathers have not done, nor his fathers
fathers; he shall scatter among them the prey, and

devices againgt the strong holds, even for atime.

Epiphanes was able through trickery to gain control
peaceably in the “fattest places’ of the province and do
what his fathers and grandfathers were not able to do by
force.

Da 11:25 And he shall stir up his power and his
courage against the king of the south with a great
army: and the king of the south shall be stirred up to
battlewith avery great and mighty army; but heshall




not stand: for they shall forecast devices against him.

Epiphanes came against the south in this second effort
toovercomeEgypt by force, but Ptolemy advanced alarge
army to fight against Epiphanes.

But Egypt’s army could not stand against Epiphanes
because his own people turned against him.

Dal1:26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of hismeat

many shall fall down slain.

Because of the betraya of his own people, the army
shall overflow the armies of Egypt, and many shall fall
down dlain.

Dal1:27 And both thesekings hearts[shall be] to do
mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it

Da11:30 For the ships of Chittim shall come against
him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and
haveindignation against thehaly covenant: soshall he

do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with
them that forsake the holy covenant.

Roman ships came against Epiphanes, and he was
unsuccessful in Egypt. Because of this he was grieved.
Ashereturnedto hisownlandin Syria, hehad indignation
against the holy covenant, and so he acted against God' s
people.

He had intelligence with the people of God and
convinced some of the covenant peopleto turnto hisside
and turn against the covenant of God with Israel.

Da11:31 And arms shall stand on his part, and they
| poll h f str h |

away the daily [sacrifice], and they shall place the

shall not prosper: for yet theend [shall be] at thetime

abomination that maketh desolate.

appointed.

After these wars, thetwo kingssit at one table, and one
tries to out-trick the other, but this does not work;
because only God knows and has in his power the
appointed time of the end of these wars.

Dal1:28 Then shall hereturn into hisland with great
riches. and his heart [shall be] against the holy
X hall do| itq I :

own land.

As Epiphanes returns to his land of Syria, he travels
through the land of the Jews. As he goes through, his
heart is set against the holy covenant, that covenant
between God and the Jewish people whereby he has
promised to protect them against their enemies. As a
result, he takes much riches from Israel.

20 And after that Antiochus had smitten Egypt, he returned
againin the hundred forty and third year, and went up against
|srael and Jerusalem with a great multitude, 21 And entered
proudly into the sanctuary, and took away the golden altar,
and the candlestick of light, and al the vessels thereof," (1
Maccabees 1

Da 11:29 At the time appointed he shall return, and
come toward the south; but it shall not be as the
former, or asthelatter.

At a time he had appointed, Epiphanes came against
Egyptagain, but thiswill not be the same asthe other two
attempts.
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With help from Apollonius and 22,000 soldiers,
Epiphanes went against Jerusalem to destroy it. Many
werekilled, and the city was greatly damaged.

They polluted thetemple of God (sanctuary of strength)
andforced the cessation of the daily sacrifice which God
had ordained for his people, Israel, and in the place of
these sacrifices Epiphanes put the worship of idolsinthe
temple and offered swine on the altar of God.

The abomination that made the altar desolate was the
placing of theidol of Jupiter onthebrazen altar. Thealtar
was desol ate of the sacrifices and blessings of God.

Da 11:32 And such as do wickedly against the
covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people
that do know their God shall be strong, and do

[exploitg].

The wicked Jews who have turned from their God will
be corrupted by the flatteries of Epiphanes, but the true
people of God will fight against this corruption.

Thehistory of the Jewsrecorded inthetimebetweenthe
Old and New Testamentsisavery lengthy one regarding
thisvery history.

Dall:33 And they that under stand among the people
shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword,
| = | N )

Thosewho were strong for the truth instructed many of
thetruth, but many of themfell by the sword and by flame,
by captivity and by spoiling or by taking of their
possessions.



Dal1:34Now when they shall fall, they shall beholpen
with a little help: but many shall cleave to them with
flatteries.

During thistime when many were being killed for their
belief in God, they will be “holpen” or helped withalittle
help through the Maccabean family, who were very
zealous for the truth of the covenant of God with Israel.

Butmany cameal ong withthe M accabeesfor thereason
of flatteries, to flatter the Maccabean family and not to

giveglory to God.

Dal1:35 And [some] of them of under standing shall
fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make [them]

white, [even] to the time of the end: because [it is] yet

for atim in

Someof the saved will fall in persecution, and thiswill
try the believers and purge them and make them white or
purein their love and faith in God.

This will continue until the “time of the end,” or the
Romantime, which we have already noticed is called the
time of the end. This is the end time, or the last time
prophesied by Daniel. The time of the Romans is
appointed, and it will comein God’s own time.

Herod The Great, 36-45

everv qod and shaJI speak marvellousthmqs aqamst

theGod of gods, and shall prosper till theindignation

beforethe destruction of Jerusalem, hisfamily wasstill in
power when the Romans came against Jerusalem and
plundered it. This is the indignation, but he could not
speed it up. It was done in God’'s own power. It is
determined by God Himself.

Da 11:37 Neither shall he regard the God of his
fathers, nor thedesir e of women, nor regard any god:

for_he shall magnify himself above all.

Herod' sfatherswere Abraham and | saac, and hedid not
regard (consider) the God of hisfathers.

He did not consider the desire of women, which was
JesusChrist, theMessiah, sinceall Hebrew womenwanted
to be the mother of the Messiah.

Hedid not regard any god, for he thought he wasabove
themall.

Da11:38 But _in his estate shall he honour the God of
forces: and a god whom his father s knew not shall he

honour with gold, and silver, and with preciousstones,
and pleasant things.

WhenHerod wasin his office (estate), he honored only
the god of forces, not the God of Heaven. The god of
forces were gods of war, sheer military power. He
honored the Caesarswith gold and silver, precious stones
and pleasant things, so that he could be on the side of the
power of their military.

Da 11:39 Thus shall he do in the most strong holds
with a strange god, whom he shall acknowledge [and]

beaccomplished: for that that is determined shall be
done.

We are passing now from the Grecian period to the
Roman period. Verse 35 extends from the events of
Epiphanesuntil the“timeof theend,” whichisthe Roman
period.

Now we begin to think about the end time, or the
Roman period.

The king of verse 36 is Herod the Great. In the gospel
story Herod is called “the king,” not “aking.” Herod is
the next king to have persuasion over Isragl, so he is
considered next in the mention of the kingsin Danidl.

Herod did just about what he wanted, and he had very
littleopposition. Heexaltedhimsel f and magnified himsel f
above every god, including the God of heaven.

Hespokemarvel ous(difficult) thingsagainst the God of
godsby making a decreethat al children under the age of
two years be killed in order to kill Jesus Christ.

Herod prospered through hisfamily. Althoughhedied
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increase with glory: and he shall cause them to rule
over many, and shall divide theland for gain.

Herod built many strongholdsfor the Caesarswith gods
other than Isragl’s God, and he acknowledges and
increases with glory above the God of Heaven.

Thesestrongholdsshall ruleover many of God’ speople,
Israel; and he divided the land for hisown gain.

Da11:40 And at the time of the end shall the king of
thesouth push at him: and the king of the north shall
comeagainst him likeawhirlwind, with chariots, and
with horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall
enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass
over.

Mark Antony and Octaviuswere on the south and north
sidesof Herod respectively. AsHerod changed sidesfrom
time to time to gain favor with the winner, both the king
of the south and the king of the north came against him.



But Herod was shrewd, and he wasvictorious through the
victory of the north. Octaviuswon at Actium.

Dall:41 Heshall enter alsointothegloriousland, and
many [countries] shall be overthrown: but these shall
escape out of his hand, [even] Edom, and Moab, and
the chief of the children of Ammon.

Theking of the north, Octavius, came into the glorious
land (Israel) and other countries were overthrown.
But Edom, Moab and Ammon escaped out of his hand.

Dal1:42 Heshall stretch forth hishand also upon the
countries: and the land of Eqgypt shall not escape.
Dall:43 But heshall have power over thetreasuresof
gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of
E :and thel i he Ethiopian I

at hissteps.

This completes the victories that Herod had with the
armies of Rome and his slynessin political efforts.

Da 11:44 But tidings out of the east and out of the
north | tr le him: th reh | forth
with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away

many.

Tidings out of the east came to Herod. This is the
announcement by the wise men of the good news of the
coming king, Jesus Christ.

Tidingsfrom the north had to do with hisown son, who
was plotting against Herod, and this troubled Herod.

Because of this timidity, Herod went forth with great
fury to destroy and to make away (destroy) many.

Da 11:45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his
palace between theseasin thegloriousholy mountain;
yet he shall cometo hisend, and none shall help him.

Herold had apal ace betweenthe M editerranean Seaand
the Dead Seain Jerusalem.

He cameto hisend (he died), and he was a feared and
hated man. He had killed his own family, so no one felt
safe around him. | am sure many were happy when he
died.

This is the end of Herod, and we now go to the next
king in consideration.



Daniel Chapter 12

Dal2:1a Andat that timeshall Michael stand up, the
great prince which standeth for the children of thy

people:

We shall now consider the sixth king in the history of
the kings in chapters 10 - 12. This one is the most
important of all. Heismentioned in Daniel 10:13; 10:21;
12:1; Jude 1:9; and in Rev. 12:7.

Thisis none other than Jesus Christ Himself. | know
many people object to that, but the identification of this
person in context gives great credence to that fact.

First,the nameMichael means“whoislikeGod.” This
isavery good start in the direction of accepting this as
Jesus Christ.

Second, he disputed with Satan in Jude 1:9. | do not
believe anyone can dispute with Satan except deity.

Third, this prince stands for the children of thy people,
thebelieversin Jesus Christ. To stand up meansto assume
power asaruler. Jesusdid thiswhen hedied, wasburied
and rose again, and then he sat down at the right hand of
the Father, standing up for his people, being in power for
hispeople, and eventually comingfor hispeople. SeeEph.
1:20-23; Rev. 12:7-12.

“Atthat time” refersto thelatter times, the Romantime,
when Jesus comesinto theworld and standsup. Thiswas
during the reign of Herod the Great.

Dan12:1b ... and there shall be atimeof trouble, such
as never was since there was a nation [even] to that
same time: _and at that time thy people shall be
delivered, every onethat shall befound written in the
book.

For the Jew, thetimesof captivity weretimesof trouble.
First, they werein captivity to Egypt, and Mosesled them
out. Upon their rescue from Egypt, the people of God,
the Hebrews, went into the wilderness and built a
tabernacleand eventually atempl e after they went into the
Promised Land, because they believed in Christ.

Thesecond timeof captivity wasin BabylonwhereGod
sentlsrael because of their sin. They werein captivity for
70 years, and then they were freed to come back to
Jerusalem. At that timethey built anew temple under the
leadership of Zerubbbabel, becausethey believedin Christ.

Inthisthird time of trouble, the temple of the Jewswas
destroyed by the Roman army in 70 AD. Isragl has now
goneback into the land, but they have not built atemple,
because they are still unbelievers.

Sothistime of trouble will be atimelike no other time
before. It will be unlikethe other captivities, becauseitis
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much longer in duration. This captivity will remain until
Jesusreturns. Itisalso more severe, because many Jewish
people have died as a result of antisemitism and through
warsthat have engaged since 70 AD. In the year of 70
AD itself many, many Jews died as a result of the war.
Read Josephus to understand the severity of this conflict.

During this time of captivity (from 70AD until Jesus
comes again), God's people will be delivered (saved).
Thisisthetimewhen people believein Jesus Christ to the
saving of the soul. The Lord will save everyone whose
nameisin the Lamb’sbook of life.

Dal2:2 And many of them that sleep in thedust of the

earth shall awake, someto everlastinglife, and someto
lastin n

When this deliverance from captivity is completed and
the people of God are released from their captivity, many
who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake. Thisisthe
resurrection of the saints.

This verse describes resurrection in general. We have
the specifics written in the New Testament in 1
Corinthians 15 and in 1 Thess. 4.

Manywho areresurrected will haveeverlastinglife, and
many will resurrect to shame and everlasting contempt.

Da 12:3_And they that be wise shall shine as the

torighteousness asthe starsfor ever and ever.

The wise are the born-again, or saved, people. They
will shine because of their faithin Christ. They will shine
as bright as the sun in the sky (firmament).

Manybelieverswill turn othersfromtheir sintotrustin
Christ, and these who are such witnesseswill shineasthe
starsfor ever and ever.

Our testimony of Jesus Christ will not be forgotten.
Throughout eternity our witnesswill be known.

Da12:4 But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and
seal thebook, [even] tothetimeof theend: many shall
run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

Daniel was to shut up the words of the prophecies he
had given. Thisword for “shut up” has the meaning of
hiding or to keep secret. In other words, Daniel was not
to go any further in discussing the meaning of these
prophecies. Hisvisionswerefinished, and hiswordswere
to stop at this time with no further explanation of the
prophecies.

Toseal meansto “lock up.” Hewasto stop hiswriting
at thistime, and the reader is not to expect anything to be



addedto Daniel’ swriting of thisbook ashe put it downin
his day.

Asyoumay already know, a13™" chapter hasbeen added
to thisbook in the Apocrapha, which is a spurious (false)
writing. This part of Daniel is not accepted as
authoritative by most Bible scholars because of its
disingenuous and haphazard style. You may read this
added part of Daniel in some Bibles, and it can befound
ontheinternet if youwouldliketoread it there. Y ou may
read the story of Bel and the dragon at the following web
site:

http://www.pseudepi arapha.com/apocrypha_ot/beldrag.htm

Thewords of Daniel wereto be shut up and sealed until
thetimeof theend, whichisthelast part of Daniel’ svision
of thekingdomsof thisworld, the Romantime, whichwill
continue until the time of the Lord’ s return.

During this time of the end, many will run to and fro
(back and forth in the earth), and knowledge will be
increased. This speaks of the revelations of the New
Testamentbooks givento the apostlesanditsbeing spread
throughout the world by the preaching of God’ s finished
word.

Dal12:5 Then | Dani€l looked, and, behold, ther estood
other two, theoneon thisside of the bank of theriver,
and the other on that side of the bank of theriver.

Besidesthe Lord Himself, there were two angels, one
on one side of the river and one on the other side of the
river.

Da 12:6 And [on€] said to the man clothed in linen.
which [was] upon the waters of the river, How long

[shall it beto] the end of these wonders?

TheLord, theman clothed inlinen, isstanding upon the
watersof theriver, and oneangel asksthe other angel how
long will be the time of these wonders.

Dal12:7aAnd | heard theman clothed in linen, which
[was] upon thewater s of theriver, when heheld up his
right h nd hisleft h nto heav n

by him that liveth for ever that [it shall be] for atime,
times, and an half;

We have already considered the 3 Y2 times in Daniel
7:25. Thehalf timeistheBabylonkingdom. Daniel began
to prophecy in the middle of that kingdom. Thiswasthe
time of Babylon.

The Persian and Greek times were considered as the
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“times’ of this phrase.

Thenthe Romantimeisconsidered thelast time, or one
timein thisexpression. Notice theillustration on Daniel
7:25.

Dan 2:7b and when he shall have accomplished to
scatter the power of the holy people, all these [things]
shall be finished.

The Lord began to scatter his people, the Jews, in 70
AD at the destruction of Jerusalem, and that scattering is
continuing until today.

TheLord does not giveanumber of yearsfor thiswork,
so we do not know how long the Lord will do this
scattering. Thisscatteringwill continueuntil Jesuscomes
again.

Da12:8 And | heard, but | understood not: then said
I,.O myLord, what [shall be] theend of these[things]?
Da 12:9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the
words [are] closed up and sealed till the time of the
end.

Daniel asks for more knowledge, which was his great
desirein the previous verses; but God will not give him
more. More knowledgewill not be given until thetime of
the end, the Roman time, the time of the writing of the
prophecies of the New Testament, especially of the book
of Revelation.

Dal12:10 Many shall bepurified, and madewhite, and
tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of
the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall
under stand.

During this time of 3 ¥z times, many people will be
purified (saved) and made white (made holy by Christ’s
righteousness), and they will betried. Weareto count the
trying of our faith very precious (1 Peter 1.7).

The wise are those who believe in Jesus Christ as
Savior. They will understand when the additional
knowledgeisgiveninthe New Testament, but thewicked
will not understand. They will continue in their
wickedness even until the Lord returns.

Dal2:11 And from thetime[that] the daily [sacrifice]
shall betaken away, and theabomination that maketh
desolate set up. [there shall be] a thousand two
hundred and ninety days.

The taking away of the daily sacrifice has been
mentionedin Daniel’ sbook several times. Notice Daniel



8:11-13 and 11:31. Now it is mentioned again in this
ending of the book, because it seemsto be so paramount
assubject matter in thisbook, being mentioned fivetimes
altogether.

Thisisthework of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the Lord
wantsDaniel to know that thisis not the end of all things
but that there will be an end to this desolation.

From the taking away of the daily sacrifice and the
setting of the abomination of desolation by Epiphanes on
thealtar (theidol Jupiter) to theend of thisdesolation will
be 1290 days. We need only to takethe Lord’ sword for
this.

Da12:12 Blessed [is] he that waiteth, and cometh to
heth nd three hundr nd fiv hir

Now 45 days are added to the 1290 days. This makes
1335 days altogether. History tells usthat 45 days after
thedaily sacrificewasresumed AntiochusEpiphanesdied.
Thiswasagreat blessing to the people of God, the Jews.
Those who died before these 45 days were come would
not be blessed to see hisdeath. So, those who waited and
cometh to these additional 45 days were the ones who
livedthrough this persecution to see thisgreat blessing of
God.

Da 12:13 But go thou thy way till the end [be]: for
thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the
days.

Now Daniel is to go his way and not consider more
aboutthe prophecies. Further knowledgeisleftto another
generation. Thisis“theend” herefersto here.

Hewill rest, or die and rest bodily in hisgrave, with no
further revelation of these things.

Daniel will stand in hislot at the end of the days, or be
resurrected and be given hisspiritual inheritanceat theend
of the days of these prophecies.

Daniel is to be satisfied with what he has been given,
even as we today must be satisfied with what God has
givenustoday in hisword. We are not to ask the more
nor learn the less.

THE END
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